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Private military companies may affect the 

international relations of small states by:

•Acting as a force-multiplier. 

•Providing effective military services.

•Giving access to military technology.

•Increasing the efficiency of the armed forces.

•Affecting the system of alliances.

•Creating alternatives to the systems of war •Creating alternatives to the systems of war 

that use child soldiers.

•Emphasizing the legitimacy of a government.

•Defending the sovereign government from 

rebels and foreign influences.

•Liberating state funds for development 

objectives. 

Private military companies affect the balance Private military companies affect the balance 

of power and the international relations of 

small states in the international system but 

can be a dangerous enterprise in an 

unregulated environment. 


