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ABSTRACT

THE EVOLUTT F IETY IN TOBAGO:
1838 TO 1900

This thesis examines the social structure of the
Caribbean island of Tobago between 1838, the year of the
Emancipation of the slaves, and 1900, the year after Tobago
was united to Trinidad to form the Colony of Trinidad and
Tobago. One chapter gives the background to this period, by
analysing the major social groupings, cleavages and conflicts
of the slavery era, particularly of the years just prior to
the Emancipation.

The study has two main objectives. Firstly, it describes
and analyses the changing class/colour configuration of
Tobago, and the way in which gender was constitutive of the
structuring of access to 1land, occupations and social
mobility. This is done both on the period before the collapse
of the sugar economy in the 1880s and on the restructuring of
the society after 1884.

Secondly, this case study in historical sociology is
placed within the framework of the theoretical literature on
the sociology of development. It seeks to explain the acute
economic crisis which Tobago underwent in the 1880s, which led
to the collapse of both its sugar economy and its viability as
a separate government. Within the matrix of Tobago’s
dependence in the global capitalist system, the study shows
the critical explanatory factors to be the source and
deployment of capital, the social structure of the island, and
the outcomes of intra- and inter-class struggles.

The analysis is multi-faceted, using a variety of sources
to understand the demographic, political, economic and social
dimensions of societal structure and change. Since metayage
(sharecropping) was the dominant relationship of production
after 1848, theories on metayage are examined and related to
the Tobago evidence. The Caribbean debate on the ‘flight from
the estates’ after Emancipation is also considered, and new,
fruitful 1lines of analysis are explored. Directions for
future research, particularly on Grenada, are given.
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CHAPTER ONE
IN SEARCH OF A METHOD

What we need, in effect, is a form of
structural history that is rarely
practiced, which finds in each successive
state of the structure under examination
both the product of the previous struggles
to maintain or to transform this structure,
and the principle, via the contradictions,
the tensions, and the relations of force
which constitute it, of subsequent
transformations.

[P. Bourdieu and L. J. D. Wacquant,

An Introduction to Reflexive Socioloqy,

p. 91]

I.1 INTRODUCTION

This study was birthed from three premisses. First is
the conviction, following E. H. Carr, that ‘the more
sociological history becomes, and the more historical
sociology becomes, the better for both’ [1961:84]. Second is
the paradox that, although theories, explicit or implicit,
must guide all attempts at understanding the structures and
processes that shaped Caribbean societies over time, the task
of historical reconstruction is a major route whereby the
creative work of macro-sociological theory construction will
advance. The neglect of Tobago in the literature led to our
burning desire to write on her history, and to the third
conviction, that the Tobago story would shed light on the

history and sociology of other Caribbean societies.
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This thesis has two broad objectives. Firstly, within the
limitations imposed by time, space and the data available, it
analyses the changing social structure of Tobago between 1838,
the Emancipation of the slaves, and 1900, the year after the
island was fully united with Trinidad. Although our focus is
from 1338 to 1900, because there is no study on Tobago in the
1830s, Chapter 2 is devoted to the slave society, particularly
on the eve of Emancipation.

Tobago is here treated as a case study, an example of a
peripheral Caribbean economy which, particularly from the 18th
century, was integral to what Immanuel Wallerstein has called
‘the European world-economy’. Our second objective is to test
an hypothesis to account for the severe economic and social
crisis that Tobago experienced, particularly in the decades of
the 1880s and 1890s, which led to its annexation to Trinidad.
It is cast within the problems and foci of the sociology of
development, while seeking to avoid the errors noted in the
literature.

Historical reconstruction is not without its perils. The
theoretical and methodological concerns of the study are
therefore now discussed. The major argument of this chapter is
that the main streams of criticism of the modernization,
dependency/world system and Marxist approaches to development,
as well as the growing literature on historical sociology, all
converge on one point of agreement: the need for macro-
sociological studies of the trajectory of societies through

time, of the kind which is conducted here.
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I.2 TOBAGO IN THE CARIBBEAN IN THE WORLD

The production of sugar, largely on the basis of slave
labour, to which most of the Caribbean region was devoted from
the mid 17th century until well into the 19th century, was
integral to European expansion and the development of the
modern world economy. Europe, Africa, Asia and the Pacific
(the latter through the transfer of economic plants such as
the sugar cane, the breadfruit etc) were linked on the soil of
the Americas. The Caribbean played an important role in the
developing world economy, as sugar was a valued commodity; it
dominated world production for over two hundred years, and was
the object of keen competition among the European powers
[Tomich 1990:2].

Tobago lies at the southern end of the Caribbean
archipelago, to the north-east of Trinidad. It was sighted by
Columbus on his third voyage in August 1498, and the Spaniards
named it after the abundance of tobacco which the indigenous
people smoked by pipe [Boomert 1990].

As the contest between the European powers for supremacy
in the region developed in the 16th and 17th centuries, the
Amerindians (accounts differ as to whether they should be
called Caribs or not [Dauxion-Lavaysse 1813, 2:2]) resisted
attempts by rival groups of Spanish, Dutch, English, French
and Courlanders to settle Tobago. However, there were
settlements by the Dutch and the Courlanders in the 17th
century; and Deerr states that during their continuous
occupation between 1632 and 1666, the Dutch established sugar

estates and 6 well-equipped factories [Deerr 1949, 1:178;
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Fowler 1774]. From 1690 Tobago was ‘neutral’ territory until
the Treaty of Paris (1763) when, inhabited by a small number
of French turtlers and some 300 Amerindian families, it was
ceded to Britain.!

Thus, Tobago was virtually virgin territory at the time
of its cession to Britain, after which it was incorporated
into the global economy as a producer of commodities for the
world market. Its history after 1763 is shaped by the fact
that it was a colony of the foremost imperial power in the era
when capitalism was ascendant in Europe.

In the period 1765-1771, the island was surveyed and
carved up by the Commissioners for the Sale of Lands into lots
for plantations and poor settlers; and reserves for the
protection of the rain forests, for towns, fortifications, and
other uses of the Crown. In 1770, sugar was first exported
under British rule. Tobago was thus a relative latecomer to
the sugar plantation economy which, by the 1760s, had passed
what historians normally call its Golden Age [Ragatz
1928/1977; Dunn 1973; Pares 1960].

From 1763, Tobago formed part of a single administration,
with Grenada, the Grenadines, Dominica and St Vincent.
Dominica became a separate colony in 1771, and in 1781, Tobago
was conquered by the French until 1793, when it reverted to
Britain, but as a separate colony. The year 1802 saw its

return to France until 1803, when it was made, again, a

! See Archibald [1987], Young [1812], Coke [1810, 2],
Nardin [1969]; also the repts. on the population in
C0285/2: Drummond to Holburne, 18 Apr. 1751; Tyrrell to
Moore, 19 Oct. 1757, in Pinfold to Board of Trade, 7 Jan.
1758.
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separate British colony. It remained British thereafter. In
1833, Tobago became, with Grenada, St Vincent and Barbados,
part of the Windward Islands, whose seat of government was at
Barbados; St Lucia was added to the Windward Islands
administration in 1838. Tobago remained part of the Windward
Islands until 1889, when it was annexed to Trinidad.

By 1815, Britain was established as the leading imperial
power. By 1860, it was the foremost industrial nation, the
financial centre of Europe, and the major centre of the world
market in important commodities, especially sugar [Chalmin
1983])]. Tobago experienced greatest prosperity in the 1790s,
when the slaves in Ste Domingue (Haiti), the jewel in France’s
crown, revolted, decimated sugar production, and destroyed
France’s competitive edge, which allowed Britain the
undisputed leadership in the production and marketing of
sugar. In the 1790s, the expression ‘as rich as a Tobago
planter’ became a byword in wealthy London circles. However,
competition between France and Britain for control over Tobago
made it a precarious place for British investors, and by the
early 19th century, Tobago producers were also adversely
affected by the rising costs of supplies and slaves.

Tobago’s prosperity as a sugar producer was brief. The
global forces that catapulted it into importance also
contributed to its decline as a sugar colony. Tomich writes
that after 1815 the world economy was gqualitatively and
quantitatively reshaped, and the place of the British West
Indies (BWI) in the British empire and in the world economy

was redefined.
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Britain’s position in the world economy

put it on the path toward a policy of

free trade. To the extent that it came

to control commerce outside the bounds of

its own empire, Britain became relatively

indifferent to formal colonialism as the

means of defining the nature and direction

of commodity flows and the division of

labor between core and periphery.

[Tomich 1990:26]

Thus, as the East India colonies became more important, like
the older colonies, Tobago was affected by the decline of the
West Indies within the British empire, and by what Gallagher
and Robinson [1953] termed ‘the imperialism of free trade’
which, from the 1840s, dismantled the mercantilist props that
sustained the BWI sugar industry.?

Competition in the British market from slave-grown sugar
from Cuba and Brazil, and the increased production of bounty-
fed European beet sugar combined in the last decades of the
19th century to cause a sharp fall in world prices. The Sugar
Depression of the 1880s and 1890s eliminated most Tobago
producers from the world market, and inaugurated new social
and political relations within the island.

Thus, Tobago’s trajectory as a marginal sugar colony for
the period of our study cannot be understood apart from the
global processes which we have sketched above. Our study
analyses, through time, the interplay of metropolitan and

global forces and actors, on the one hand, and structures and

actors in the local setting, on the other.

2 For a useful discussion on free trade policies in the
trajectories of Britain and other European powers, see
Senghaas [1985]; on British 19th century imperialisnm,
Eldridge [1984].
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I.3 REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE ON TOBAGO AND JUSTIFICATION FOR
THE STUDY

The Caribbean presents a range of island and mainland
territories with a variety of cultural, linguistic, racial and
economic differences. Although the entire archipelago, Belize
and the Guianas had been incorporated into the global econony,
with the Sugar Revolution being the major formative factor
(though a few places such as Curagao were not producers in the
plantation economy), this took place in different territories
at differing points in time, under varying conditions and with
diverse consequences. There was a marked lack of uniformity
within the region during the period of slavery and throughout
the latter part of the 19th century, according to the options
and possibilities available to different classes. We must
therefore recognize that unless the range of sub-types, both
spatially and over time, are identified and studied, every
attempt at generalization is rendered woefully inadequate.

In 1982, reviewing the six available ‘images’ of
Caribbean societies in the sociological literature?®, we argued
that there was still no sociological theory on the region. We
stated that the available conceptions offered useful insights,
that Marxism, stripped of its dogmatic and mechanistic
connotations, could provide a useful method for analysing

class structures,* but that ethnic, cultural and sexual

3 craig [1982]. This chapter does not repeat the points in
that sustained review. See also Sankatsing [1989].

4 ¢f. Mouzelis, who argues for a ‘pragmatic’ approach to
Marxism, and sees some of its fundamental insights as
necessary to ‘any serious, non-empiricist attempt to ex-
plain how total societies persist and change’ [1990:3,
156].
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cleavages must be integrated into the analysis, as must the
oral tradition. We also argued that the old paradigms had to
be transcended, but that the imaginative leap required would
be facilitated by (though not automatically inferred from)
more social histories on the range of sub-types within the
region. Such work should be holistic, multidisciplinary, and
simultaneously concerned with the interpenetration of global,
regional and local factors. This study is conceived as a
modest contribution to this genre of writing.

The second reason for this work is that Tobago, like many
of the smaller Caribbean territories, has been particularly
neglected in the historical and sociological literature. As
far as its sociology is concerned, it is almost virgin
territory. Most of the social science writing on Trinidad and
Tobago wrongly assimilates Tobago’s history and social
structure to Trinidad’s, or ignores Tobago altogether. The
study of its social history in the century since Emancipation
is now a matter of urgent academic and social necessity.

Apart from the reports of Commissions of Enquiry, the
most easily available historical sources on Tobago in the 19th
century are the observations and handbooks produced by
resident government officials such as Young [1806; 1807; 1810;
1812], Woodcock [1867/1971] and Hay [1884; 1899]. Of these,
only the work of Hay gives information for the period after
1865. The account of Fowler [1774] and the studies of Nardin
[1966; 1969] are on the late 18th century. Academic theses
apart from Nardin’s are those by Ince [1984], Douglin [1987],

B. Marshall [1972], W. Marshall [1963], and Rogers [1970];
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none goes beyond 1877. All of these dissertations, except
Douglin’s, consider Tobago as part of the Windward Islands, to
which it was constitutionally linked, though they are not
based on any formally comparative research design. Douglin
studies mainly the constitutional and economic history from
1815 to 1854; and only the two Marshalls discuss the social
structure in detail. Maynard [1968] considers the Moravian
Church in Tobago as part of the Eastern Caribbean Province.

The remaining analyses of any significance on 19th
century Tobago are Niddrie [1961], Carmichael [1961],
Williams [1962, Chs. 10, 11] and Ottley [1965/1973]. The first
is an important study of settlement and land use patterns; the
latter works focus on the broad outlines of its economic and
constitutional history. Niddrie [1963] discusses some of the
reports of Kaye Dowland, a very meticulous Stipendiary
Magistrate, in the period 1835 to 1848.

Two recent studies, on the 1802/3 slave conspiracy
[Laurence 1982], and on the 1876 uprising of estate workers
[Brereton 1984], as well as Laurence [1983] on the strategies
of the Colonial Office and the local dominant class at the end
of the 18th and the turn of the 19th centuries, are all
useful.’

For the early 20th century, the literature is sparse.
Besides the annual reports and bulletins of government
departments and brief sections in the annual yearbooks of the

colony, there are handbooks written to attract settlers to

5 Laurence has also written a study of Tobago in 1815 (in
press) .
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Tobago [Imperial Department of Agriculture for the West Indies
1906; Collens 1912a] and the accounts of resident parsons
[Hammond 1910; Davies 1926]. There are also periodic reports
in the missionary journals of the Moravian Church,$ visitors’
accounts [Clifford 1905; Bowman and Bowman 1939] and general
books such as Alford [1939]. No Tobago newspapers survive for
the 20th century until the 1930s, and even the reporting in
the Trinidad newspapers on Tobago was negligible. The only
academic research 1is that of Pemberton [1984] on the
characteristics of the smallholders, and Isaac [1979]. The
significance of the oral tradition for the social structure
has been analysed for one village by Elder [1972a]), who has
several unpublished papers on the subject, and tangentially by
Meikle [1955].

Useful though the available literature is, even when we
piece it together, there is no clear answer to important
sociological questions. What were the main classes and ethnic
groupings, and how did they evolve in the 19th century? What
were their economic, social, cultural, political strategies,
practices and conflicts? What was the sociological
significance of internal and external migration? Was the
post-Emancipation experience of Tobago comparable to that of
other Caribbean colonies? Did a peasantry emerge, and when?
What strategies for survival were employed by the various
social groupings during and after the crisis of the 1880s?

How were they transformed in the process? To these questions,

8 The reports by the Methodist missionaries are not
preserved after 1885; the Anglican records are even
thinner.
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the literature offers no consistent analysis, since no careful
study of the social configuration throughout the 19th century
has been undertaken.

Although share systems were one of many means by which
labour was employed and surplus appropriated throughout the
BWI after 1838 (share cropping existed in Grenada, St Vincent,
St Lucia, Dominica, Montserrat, Nevis, and the Bahamas),
Tobago was one of the few places where it became the dominant
relationship of production between 1850 and 1900. Only
Marshall [1963; 1965]) examines its workings in some detail,
but his study stops at 1865. Williams discusses it in general
outline [1962], as does Taylor [1966], who saw a limited
number of sources. Integral to the analysis of this thesis
(Ch. 5) will be a careful theoretical and empirical
examination of metayage, which was central to the dynamics of
class conflict and accommodation in Tobago.

The crisis of the 1880s, in which Tobago’s sugar economy
collapsed, led to its annexation to Trinidad in 1889 and to
formal Union with the latter in 1899. This relationship is
today, nearly one hundred years later, a source of
considerable political friction between the islands, but the
most comprehensive analyses are those of Williams [1962:140-
151], Premdas and Williams [1992], and Ryan [1989, Ch. 13],
none of which explores the dynamics of class and power that
were involved in the decision to unite the colonies. The
politics of the twin-island state can only be fully understood
if the historical roots of the Union and the subsequent

transformation of Tobago are adequately analysed. This thesis
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(Chs. 7 and 8) is a contribution to our national understanding
of the Union.

Implicit in the questions we have raised above is the
view that there is need for a history of the social relations
of the major class/colour'groupings in Tobago, not as ‘events’
only (for events and individuals are sometimes necessary to
our understanding of the ‘long term’), but in what LeRoy
Ladurie calls the ‘event-structure mode’, or the interaction
between structures and particular events which have
consequences (intended and otherwise) over a longue durée
[(1973/1979:120-131; cf. Braudel 1958/1972]. Such a history
must offer a holistic view of the changing social structures
and major processes in the society over time. It must do so
within a clear explanatory framework with a view to answering
the questions that are significant to today. As Lucien Febvre
put it:

History is a way of organizing the past
so that it does not weigh too heavily on
the shoulders of man. ... For history does
not present man with a collection of iso-
lated facts. It explains them and so, in
order to explain them, it arranges them
in series to which it does not attach
equal importance. For history has no
choice in the matter, it systematically
gathers in, classifies and assembles
past facts in accordance with its present
needs. It consults death in accordance
with the needs of life.
[1973:41]
This kind of writing, in spite of the contributions of

Best and Levitt [1969],”7 Fog Olwig [1985] and Henry [1985], is

7 Best has, in his annual lecture to the students of
Caribbean Sociology at the UWI, St Augustine, begun
to develop a useful framework for understanding Caribbean
societies through time. The Best/Levitt work examines
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rare in the English-speaking Caribbean. Thus, the
justification for this work is not simply that it fills needed
gaps on Tobago, but that, taking the points of departure
indicated above, it hopes to enhance our understanding of the
structures and processes that were transformed in the 19th
century to leave legacies and constraints on the reality that
Caribbean people confront today. In asking questions of the
data, we also hope to shed light on certain theoretical issues

in the sociology of development [cf. Higman 1985/86].

I.4 THE THEORETICAL TIMPASSE IN THE SOCIOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT
I.4.1 Debates on Dependency and Marxism

Tobago is one of the societies whose ‘underdevelopment’
has consumed much time, thought and temper in the sociology of
development. We do not attempt here a full review of the
literature. This has been competently undertaken by several
authors [Palma 1978; Bernstein 1979; Roxborough 1979; Goodman
and Redclift 1981; Henfrey 1981; Blomstrom and Hettne 1985;
Munck 1984; Booth 1985]. Our task is only to point to some of
the key issues raised by the dependency and Marxist
‘schools’,? in order to indicate the path we choose, and why.

The critique of structural/functionalist theories of
modernization by writers using the dependency framework was
convincingly accomplished in the 1960s and early 1970s. But

the dependency ‘school’ was hardly established before it too

Caribbean economies at three points in time, but has no
mechanism for explaining the changes over time.

! We recognize that there are several variants of each
approach considered.
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was subjected to telling criticism. The most important
arguments of their critics are well known: the circularity and
over-simplicity of Frank’s thesis [1969; 1978]; his preclusion
of historical specificity within the 1‘Third World’; his
emphasis on capitalism as a system based on the international
circulation of commodities, and not as a mode of production;
the failure of these writers to make a genuine theoretical
break with the underlying assumptions of the modernization
paradigm; the tendency to replicate and invert the conceptual
polarities of the modernization school; the over-emphasis on
external factors as explanations for underdevelopment; the
failure to give sufficient attention to classes as historical
actors. And if ‘development’ is not a process which
automatically occurs once the linkages to the metropolis are
severed, then dependence alone cannot be the sole explanation
for underdevelopment. Some writers also questioned whether it
is possible to construct a global theory of underdevelopment
[Bernstein 1979; Roxborough 1979; Mouzelis 1980].

The ‘world-system’ variant of dependency theorizing,
based on Wallerstein’s magisterial work [1974a; 1980; 1989],
has been rightly criticized for its reductionist explanations,
which see economic conditions and world market developments as
the prime causes of events in the periphery; human agency,
local groups and classes, and national states are deprived of
efficacy [Skocpol 1977; Stern 1988a; 1988b]. A similar point
was made about Amin’s circular thesis on peripheral capitalism
[1974; 1976] by Smith [1980]. Indeed, Stern argues that local

conditions, including the resistance of the oppressed classes,
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at times have considerable weight in determining how
capitalism was instituted historically in Latin America.
Local initiatives, intra-regional differentiation, and
cultural resistance 1in contemporary Guatemala and the
Caribbean are stressed by Smith [1985] and Mintz [1977],
respectively.

The dependentistas did have certain achievements. They
laid to rest diffusionist and ‘dualist’ strategies of
development. They successfully demolished all Eurocentric
theories which posited a unilinear, teleological evolution of
society, whether towards ‘modernity’, or economic ‘take-off’
through various stages of growth, or via successive modes of
production to socialism. They also demolished the Marxist
view of capitalism in the @periphery as inherently
‘progressive’; and Marx’s schema of modes of production, which
was largely derived from the European experience, was shown to
be inadequate for other regions.’ In particular, the construct
of an ‘Asiatic mode of production’ had 1little value in
analysing Asian and other ‘Third World’ societies.

The major achievement of the dependency school was to
offer, not a theory of underdevelopment, but what Cardoso and
Faletto [1979] called a framework for analysing concrete
situations of dependence. Dependency writers pointed to the
historical and imperialist nexus in which the economies and

social structure of the periphery are involved, and rightly

 Marx [n.d./1982] recognized this more than many of his
disciples. As we show below, there is renewed questioning
of Marx’s outline in his 1859 Preface to A Contribution

to the Critique of Political Economy as it applies to
Europe.
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argued that the insertion of peripheral societies in the
global capitalist system, and the contemporary dynamics of
that system, must constitute the matrix for understanding
peripheral social formations. If many of these writers failed
to integrate the ‘internal’ with the ‘external’ as explanatory
factors, or to pose the question of class in terms other than
regional or national differences, this 1is not necessarily
given by their perspective, but reflects a failure to move
from the economic to the specificity of social cleavages and
alliances, and to avoid overarching generalizations [cf.
Henfrey 1981:27)]. Indeed, the ‘school’ presented a range of
positions on these matters [Blomstrom and Hettne 1985, Ch. 3].

Cardoso and Faletto emphasized, not only transnational
relations of dependence, but also the interaction between
these and internal factors, all of which influenced the shape
and direction of contemporary development. They stressed the
natural resources, the formation and practice of social
classes, socio-political alliances, the role of the state, and
the form in which all these have been constituted and
articulated historically, as the key factors which determine
and differentiate Latin American societies today. Rejecting
Frank’s stagnationist view of Latin America, Cardoso also
noted what he called ‘dependent development’ [1972; 1973b],
since in Brazil and Mexico, for example, which have undergone
considerable industrialization, peripheral capitalism exists,
but in dependent forms, with specific consequences for class
alliances, political structures and development strategies

[cf£. Hoogvelt 1982; Evans 1979].
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While the emphasis of Cardoso and Faletto on the
historical specificity of each situation is a welcome advance
on the a-historical theorizing of Frank and many of the
Marxists in the debate, their work is descriptive, without any
explicit analytical apparatus for explaining the differences
between countries [cf. Henfrey 1981]. Such a theory may be
implicit, since they make clear explanatory statements that
take them beyond a conceptual framework. However, it would
need to identify the factors differentiating particular sub-
sets of societies, and would have to be sufficiently open-
ended and ‘middle range’ in its focus to 1leave room for
empirical investigation.!®

In the absence of the type of theory that is needed, the
present work will use Cardoso’s basic approach, but will
confine itself to testing our hypothesis on Tobago by offering
the kind of analysis that Skocpol [1985] calls ‘analytic
historical sociology’. These points are developed in Section
I.6 below.

The Marxist pole of the debate has not been more helpful.
Too often, they have understood agrarian transitions in the
periphery as simply the way one or more pre-capitalist mode(s)
of production (MOP(s)) inhibit(s) or advance(s) the
development of the capitalist mode of production (CMP) and its
reproduction of cheap labour power. Thus, they too reproduce

the teleological problematic of the modernization school. The

10 Mouzelis [1980:370] basically agrees with this, but argues
that such a theory should be no more than a ‘conceptual
framework’. A theory, because it must have some explan-
atory power, is not a conceptual framework. This is pre-
cisely Cardoso’s problem.
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warning that there are different agrarian systems and
different processes of agrarian transition is therefore
salutary [Duncan and Rutledge 1977, Ch. 1; Roxborough 1979;
Goodman and Redclift 1981].

While Laclau [1971] and Brenner [1977] in the orthodox
Marxist tradition [cf. Dobb 1946/1975; Hilton et al. 1978]
stressed the importance of understanding capitalism, not
simply in its ‘circulationist’ aspects, but as a mode of
production, how to chararacterize peripheral MOPs has remained
problematic. Laclau himself described the MOPs in Latin
America as ‘only formally capitalist’, because the region
participates in the general movement of the capitalist system
without becoming fully capitalist. Although he spelled out
four criteria with which to decide how to characterize a given
MOP, ultimately, once the generalized employment of wage
labour did not occur, he deemed the MOP ‘semi-feudal’. ‘Semi-
feudal’ is a disconcertingly residual category for whatever is
not the CMP in the terms with which Marx described this for
19th century western Europe.

In the last fifteen years, with the decline in influence
of Althusserian structural Marxism and the collapse of
communism in the Soviet bloc, there has been a marked
departure from the basic tenets of Marxism by many erstwhile
orthodox Marxists. Laclau now argues against the privileged
position of the system of production in Marxist discourse,
against the expectation of proletarian consciousness, and
against the view that class positions are ‘the necessary

location of historical interests’. Describing his position as
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‘post-Marxist’, he advocates a ‘radical and plural democracy’
as the alternative for the Left [Laclau and Mouffe 1985:4,
185].

Because of the clear inadequacies of Marx’s schema of
MOPs, there have been similar radical departures from
orthodoxy, even by former champions of  historical
materialism.!! A far more pragmatic approach is taken by
committed Marxists, some of whom [Callinicos 1989b; Burawoy
1989] defend historical materialism as a set of analytical
concepts on the ground of its usefulness, and argue that
Marxism is a ‘scientific research programme’, in the sense
that Imre Lakatos [1978] used the term, whose ‘hard core’ can

be treated as if immune to empirical refutation, while the

‘protective belt’ 1is subject to testing and refutation.
Marxism’s resilience may yet permit a thousand theoretical
flowers to bloom.

In the meantime, the literature on modes of production
and their ‘articulation’, which was often advanced (for
example, by Taylor [1979]) as the answer to the weaknesses of
dependency analysis, is fraught with inadequacies.

Attempts at identifying modes of production in the
periphery have not been helpful. On the one hand, Alavi
[1975] and Banaji [1972] advanced for India the concept
‘colonial mode of production’, with Alavi also hinting at a
‘post-colonial mode of production’; but they did not define
the construct in the same way and they both now distance

themselves from their earlier views. Another attempt [Cardoso

1 For example, see most of the essays in Callinicos [1989a].
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1975a) at constructing the colonial MOPs in the Americas was
preliminary and severely criticized [Munck 1984].

Further, since differing relations of production may
indicate what Banaji [1977] calls ‘forms of labour’ and other
Marxists ‘labour processes’, but not necessarily modes of
production, at what point does a form of labour/labour process
become a mode of production? The major difficulty is the
level of abstraction and the formalism in the use of these
analytical constructs.!”? How to characterize colonial MOPs,
where wage labour is not the dominant or only mechanism of
surplus appropriation; how to theorize the links between the
forces and relations of production, the development of classes
and other social groupings and the state; and what should be
the appropriate empirical referents or units of analysis,
remain unanswered questions. Implicit in this abstract
formalism is what E. P. Thompson called the problem of
theoretical ‘closure’, inherent in Althusserian structuralisnm,
wherein the relationships between economy, social classes, and
ideological, «cultural and political practices are so
mechanistically predetermined by the theory, as to leave no
open-endedness to the historical process, no scope for human
agency, and no necessity for empirical research [Thompson
1978:167, author’s emphasis; cf. Mouzelis 1980].

Marx’s schema of MOPs and the historical materialism

derived from it have 1long been questioned by European

2 callinicos [1989b] argues that it is misplaced concrete-
ness to expect ‘mode of production’ to have an empirical
referent; unless there are bridging concepts which allow
for empirical testing, the construct is unhelpful.
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Marxists. Levine and Wright [1980], responding to Cohen’s
[1978] vigorous defence of historical materialism, argue that
it is impossible to devise a theory of human history based on
the interests of individuals or classes, since many factors
mediate the translation of interests into social and political
practices, and class interests do not necessarily determine
class capacities. As a view of history based on the ‘laws of
motion’ of successive MOPs, historical materialism is seen as
both theoretically and politically inadequate. Cohen [1989]
later questioned both Marx’s anthropology and the validity of
historical materialism.

Similarly, Hindess and Hirst [1975], who attempted to
rescue MOP analysis from its Althusserian overtones, have
abandoned the concept as a primary object of analysis [Cutler
et al. 1977, 1:253]. They deny that a MOP can be a totality
which has inscribed in its structure necessary effects, and
reject the view of classes as ‘impelled’ to political unity
and action because of their interests. They also argue for
the specificity of the political sphere and for a non-
reductionist view of the state [Cutler et al. 1978, 2:241].

Wolpe [1985] admits that there is need for concepts to
make specific analyses of the relationships between capitalist
and non-capitalist MOPs, to understand the relationship
between the forces and the relations of production within
given MOPs, and to study units of production and their
reproduction. In other words, as an analytical category, MOP
needs to be amplified with precise conceptual tools if it is

to be helpful in concrete historical analysis.
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Manicas also admits that Marxists have ‘tried to make the
concept ‘mode of production’ bear an explanatory weight of
which it is incapable’. He argues that the orthodox view of
MOPs ‘becomes explanatory only via an untenable reductionism
and functionalism’ and concludes that ‘the key variables ...
are the capacities and responses by various classes and class
fractions in nations within the orbit of these [global]
structures’.

In summary, then, we must distinguish

between the structural constraints of the

world states-system as it is presently

constituted and the structural imperatives

of monopoly capitalism. Neither are re-

ducible to the other and the causal per-

tinence, one to the other, will not be

uniform through time and space.
He also calls for conjunctural analyses specifying the MOPs
observed, with theories giving the causally pertinent
structural determinants, strictly specified as to their causal
roles and weighted as regards their causal effects [1985:315-
321; author’s emphasis].

These admissions, eépecially from Levine and Wright,
Thompson, Hindess and Hirst, and Manicas, indicate the
theoretical inadequacies of the ‘hard core’ of Marxism, and
the need for macro-sociological studies, avoiding the pitfalls
of system teleology and economic reductionism, which give due
weight to human agency and to political dynamics. With the
basic approach of Manicas, which coincides with Cardoso’s, we
agree. However, with qualitative data, multiple causation and

conjunctural effects, it is impossible to weight factors and

variables in the way Manicas requires.
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I.4.2 Marxist Debates on the Caribbean

Writers on the Caribbean debated at length the issue of
small size [Demas 1965) and dependence, but the dominant
conception was that of the ‘plantation economy’, showing that
the mechanisms whereby dependence is constituted and
maintained find new forms in each historical epoch [Best and
Levitt 1969].%° The ‘modes of production controversy’
[Foster-Carter 1978] also engaged their attention, but the
focus was on the relationship between capitalism and slavery,
with the implication that the capitalist mode of production
(CMP) was instituted in the region only after Emancipation,
when ‘free’ wage labour was possible. On the one hand, there
was debate as to whether the CMP could have been instituted in
the Americas by European powers that were not themselves
capitalist in the 16th century [Laclau 1971; Mintz 1985:58];
for our study of Tobago after 1763, the question does not
arise, since in the late 18th century capitalism was ascendant
in Britain. Oon the other hand, is the question whether
production by slaves can be seen as capitalist, which we now
consider.

It must be remembered that except for the Guyanas, with
their vast hinterlands, and the Spanish colonies, which were
generally treated as military and strategic outposts by Spain,
the Amerindian populations were systematically decimated,
whether through disease or military defeat, exploitation and

dispersion. From the 17th century, the Sugar Revolution

3 see further references in Craig [1982]; Blomstrom and
Hettne [1985, Ch. 5].
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dismantled most forms of independent petty subsistence and
commodity production and implanted the sugar plantation, with
production based largely on slave labour in the mature phases
of the system. Except in the Guyanese hinterlands, the pre-
colonial MOPs did not survive wherever the sugar economy took
root, and the major alternative forms were the institutions
created by the small pockets of Maroons, where these existed
[Price 1973]. It is true that slaves had provision grounds on
the plantations and developed extensive markets, but this
activity cannot be considered a distinct MOP [cf. Mintz 1978].
In the ‘sugar islands’, therefore, there was one MOP.

It is widely recognized that to focus on the formal
relations of production without understanding the total matrix
of conditions and relationships within which production takes
place can lead to serious error. Banaji [1977] shows that
there were several forms of production within feudalism, and
that Dobb’s weakness [1946/1975] lay in part in failing to
recognize this, which led him to characterize relations that
were not serfdom as belonging to MOPs other than feudal. By
the same token, the existence of slavery in the New World does
not necessarily lead to the conclusion that a slave or pre-
capitalist MOP existed before Emancipation. Looked at in
their global context, the sugar plantations, combining
agriculture and industry on a large scale, with a high level
of social and technical organization, were ‘a pioneer
institution of capitalist development’ [Tomich 1990:2; cf.
Mintz 1985:48-51]. Tomich puts the central issues well:

The development of colonial slavery in
the New World was predicated on European
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expansion and the formation of the modern
world economy beginning in the sixteenth
century. The world market, the world-
scale integration and divisioning of
labor, and the level of global productive
forces are constitutive of slave relations
and shape their social-historical content.
... Conversely, as a form of commodity
production, slavery finds its extension
and completion in exchange relations. ...
Thus, neither the world market nor the
relations of production can be treated
as isolated phenomena. Rather, these re-
lations and processes of commodity pro-
duction and exchange should be understood
as simultaneously and mutually formative.
... In this perspective, capitalism as a
concrete historical phenomenon is not iden-
tified simply with production for the
market, nor is it confined to the wage
form of labor.

[1990:2; author’s emphasis])

Slavery is thus seen, following Wallerstein [1974b], as
one among many forms in which capitalists organized labour in
the periphery, although wage labour emerged as the principal
means by which labour was subordinated in the capitalist world
economy. !

Was there a slave MOP in the Americas? Hindess and Hirst
[1975] made a case for its existence by assertion, since they
admitted that the construct had no empirical referent [cf. Aya
1976]. They themselves have now abandoned the MOP construct,
as well as the view that the process of production is prior to
and determinant of circulation and distribution [Hindess and
Hirst 1977; Cutler et al. 1978, 2:241].

Other Marxists argued for a slave MOP. Post [1978:22-3],

4 cf. Beiguelman [1978:77], who argues that slavery was ‘the
form in which capitalism is realized in the colonial
economy’. Padgug [1976] saw the links between New World
slavery and European capitalism in the sphere of
circulation; but production and circulation are part of
the same cycle.
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studying Jamaica, said that slavery was a distinct MOP, while
Robotham, avoiding the question of what did exist, saw
Jamaican slavery as having ‘semi-feudal features’, because of
the slaves’ provision grounds [1977:47]. Capitalism for both
Post and Robotham was a post-Emancipation development with the
emergence of free labour. Cardoso [1975b] sketched the
outlines of a ‘colonial slave mode of production’ in the
Americas, but it is a tentative work that does not offer an
analysis of the internal contradictions which supposedly led
to the demise of slavery. Moreno Fraginals, in his classic
work, noted that the Cuban ‘sugarocracy’ had bourgeois
orientations and dealt in capitalist markets; but he could not
identify production by slaves with capitalism.?

Quintero Rivera [1982] is rather more interesting. He
argues, following Laclau and Dobb, that Puerto Rico in the
19th century experienced a transition from being a society of
dispersed subsistence smallholders to one in which a hacienda
economy prevailed. But the internal market was still
undeveloped and the circulation of commodities, including the
sale of labour power as a commodity, was not widespread. The
system of production, under these circumstances peculiar to
Puerto Rico, was thus not capitalist. However, Mintz [1977]
states that Puerto Rico’s developments were a response to
external needs and opportunities; it is therefore mistaken to
conceptualize Antillean systems as unaffected by the CMP.

All the above writers have to contend with the question

5 Moreno Fraginals [1964/1976]; cf. critique by Tomich
[1991b] and comments by Mintz [1991].
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as to whether ‘slave’ or ‘feudal’ MOPs were transformed on
Emancipation Day into the CMP, if the day before they were
non-capitalist régimes [ibid.:264].

Other writers have been compelled by the evidence to see
the Caribbean as capitalist from the slave era [Fraser 1981;
Sebastien 1978; Banaji 1977]. Genovese, who insists that the
slaveholding South of the USA was not a capitalist régime
[1967:13-39], distinguishes it from the Caribbean where,
especially in the BWI, ‘the slaveholders ... or at least the
richest and most powerful of them, were in fact English
capitalists’ and where the régimes ‘should, for all practical
purposes, be considered capitalist’ [Fox-Genovese and Genovese
1983:22-3].

Banaji [1977] contends that the slave plantation was
capitalist, but differed from classical capitalist enterprises
in its lower intensity of accumulation, in the constant
composition of its capital, and its declining levels of labour
productivity. Here, the ground of the argument is shifted
from the way in which the surplus was appropriated to the
efficiency of capital in expanding its own reproduction.
Banaji asserts that, since some of the surplus was spent on
‘feudally-dominated habits of consumption and display’,

the slave plantations were capitalist
enterprises of a patriarchal and feudal
character producing absolute surplus-
value on the basis of slave-labour and a
monopoly in land.
[1977:17; author’s emphasis]
It is difficult to accept that the consumption patterns of the

planters prevented ‘the self-expansion of value’ [ibid.:17]

from becoming a compelling force in the career of the sugar
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plantations, and therefore prevented them from being genuinely
capitalist. The historical record documents also the
constraints of rising costs of supplies and slaves, falling
prices for sugar, imperial restrictions, high commissions and
charges from British merchants and the resistance of the
slaves themselves, all of which made sugar production less
profitable at the end of the 18th century, especially in the
older colonies, where the soils had become exhausted [Ragatz
1928/1977]. We have to conclude that the plantations were
simply capitalist.
Marx himself, referring to the New World plantation

colonies, wrote:

In [this] type of colonies - plantations -

where commercial speculations figure from

the start and production is intended for

the world market, the capitalist mode of

production exists, although only in a

formal sense, since the slavery of Negroes

precludes free wage-labour, which is the

basis of capitalist production. But the

business in which slaves are used is con-

ducted by capitalists.

[Marx 1969b, 2:302-3;
author’s emphasis]

He insisted on the nexus between plantation America and the
world market, and argued that the planters in the Americas
were capitalists, though anomalies in a system based on free
labour [Marx 1980:119].
Patterson, arguing against Hindess and Hirst, states that

‘no such thing as a slave mode of production exists’
[1979:52], and that there was no essential difference between
the Caribbean planter and the European capitalist.

The slave variant of capitalism is merely

capitalism with its clothes off. This is

clearly what Marx had in mind when he re-
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ferred to capitalism as wage slavery. ...
Capitalism, which is exclusively a product
of the modern world, has had two major
variants: the ‘free’ variant characterized
by the sale of the worker’s labour on the
labour market; and the slave variant found
in the Americas up to the closing decades
of the 19th century, in the Banda Islands
south of Ceram in the Dutch East Indies
between the late 17th and mid-19th centur-
ies, and in the Indian Ocean slave colonies
of the 18th and 19th centuries.
[Ibid.:51-53]

We agree with Patterson. Considering that Tobago was
from 1764 established as a producer of commodities for the
global market; given that there is no dispute about the
dominance of capitalism in Britain in the late 18th century
and that the planters were capitalist entrepreneurs, using
slave labour to appropriate surplus; given that slavery was
one among many labour régimes used within the Caribbean for
the same purpose by the same class throughout the 19th
century, we treat Tobago as a society dominated by the
capitalist MOP from 1763 onwards. To quote Tomich again,

Slave labor is not regarded as capitalist
simply because it entails production for
the market, or as noncapitalist because it
is not the wage form of labor. Rather,
slave labor is conceived as part of the
organization of social labor on a world
scale. ... [Slave relations] constitute
a specific form of commodity production
that is related to other such forms
through the world market and world-scale
processes of integration and division of
labor.

[1990:5]

The theoretical impasse on ‘Third World’ development is
complicated by ethnic, racial, religious and other cleavages,
which are of considerable importance, not to be dismissed as

epiphenomena or superstructure, but not easily accommodated
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within the standard Marxist categories. Indeed, Mouzelis
[1981:536] argued that this constitutes the ‘crucial dilemma’
for Marxism as a whole, the choices being either to explain
such cleavages and structures in a reductionist (economically
determined) way, or to analyse them in an ad hoc manner,
borrowing concepts from a non-Marxist framework. A few
Marxist Caribbeanists have felt it possible to combine Marxism
with the study of ethnic, racial and religious phenomena
[Rodney 1981; Post 1984; Mills 1987)]. So far, however, apart
from James [1938/1963), a successful portrayal of these
factors in a single Marxist study of the processes of macro-
sociological change in a given historical conjuncture has not
appeared. Mills recently described his earlier [1987] views
as verging on class reductionism, and called for a Marxism
that would be ‘feminist, ethnically sensitive, green and

morally informed’ [1991:47].

I.4.3 A _Way Forward

Is there a way forward? Booth, examining the crisis in
development sociology, perceptively notes that it is at the
level of meta-theory that both dependency and Marxism in all
their varieties have failed. Dependency is flawed on logical,
empirical and theoretical grounds; in particular, its
reasoning is often circular. The modes of production approach
is based on functionalist, and equally circular, arguments
about the needs of capitalist reproduction. Booth argues that
all development sociology is committed to explanations which

show that the structures and processes of the Third World are
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‘not only explicable but necessary under capitalism’
[1985:81], the two variants of which are system teleology, and
the ‘reading off’ of social and political structures from
economic conditions.

Mouzelis [1988] considers some practical implications of
Booth’s argument. He calls for ‘a historically oriented macro
comparative approach’, examining the trajectories of
development in different societies, while giving due weight to
the political (that is, avoiding the perils of economic
reductionism). This approach - comparative research examining
societies over the ‘longue durée’ - he regards as a way out of
the theoretical impasse [cf. Mouzelis 1990; 1991].

All the major critiques of both ‘schools’ have argued for
macro-sociological studies, over the long term, holistic in
scope, which do not privilege the economic over other aspects
of society, nor social class over other lines of cleavage.
They indicate that due weight should be given to state
structures and to the specificity of the political. The
present work takes precisely that approach. And although it
is a case study, as Section I.5 below shows, it views Tobago
in comparison with other Caribbean societies.

Firstly, it provides a socio-historical analysis of the
changing social structure of Tobago between 1838 and 1900.
Tobago is considered as inserted into, and penetrated by, the
world capitalist system. Throughout, we discuss the interplay
between the character of that system, the interests and
actions of metropolitan powers and classes and the interests,

capacities and actions of local classes, fractions and strata.
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As part of this analysis, we seek to answer one question

on Tobago’s development. Given the common features of

colonial domination and dependence in the BWI in the 19th

century,

what accounts for the severe crisis of the Tobago

sugar economy in the 1880s, vis-a-vis that of the more

technologically efficient and profitable plantation colonies,

such as Trinidad and British Guiana?

I.5 THE RESEARCH PROBLEM

I.5.1 Objectives

1.

2.

To conduct a socio-historical study of the changing
social structure of Tobago in the period 1838-1900.
In the absence of any work analysing Tobago on the
eve of emancipation, Chapter 2 studies the social
structure from 1763 to 1838, with particular
emphasis on the 1830s.

To test the hypothesis outlined below.

I.5.2 Definitions of Key Concepts and Basic Assumptions

1.

Social Structure

The configuration of social groups, classes, strata
in a society; their composition, interrelationships
and relative social power, as indicated by their
access to, and control over, the major economic,
cultural/ideological and political institutions.

Social Class

Social classes are groupings which form part of
structured relations of domination and subordin-
ation. This study assumes that classes are struc-
tured and generated in the process of production and
circulation of commodities.

Production and distribution are part of the same
cycle. In Tobago, planters were often merchants
and shopkeepers, while huckstering, market vending,
trafficking and petty shopkeeping were activities of
many labourers and metayers.

Therefore classes are identified by commonalities in
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their control over (or separation from) the major
means and conditions of production and circulation,
such that there was a structured capacity of control
(or dispossession) in the hands of definite cat-
egories of agents [Cutler et al. 1977, 1:253].

We recognize that class consciousness may fail to
occur among groups of people whose class position
(degree of control over similar means and conditions
of production and distribution) may be similar, and
that individuals and groups may identify with
classes to which they do not belong. How groups
coalesced and acted as they perceived their
interests is a matter for investigation.

Social classes are conceived of as being segmented
into fractions and strata.

Social strata may exist without belonging to a
specific class. In Chapter 7, the ‘middle strata’,
a heterogeneous grouping of people from positions
intermediate between those we have identified as
the dominant class and the labouring class, are
an example of this.

Temporary and shifting alliances may occur between
classes, or between fractions and strata from within
classes. They may also occur between all or part of
the ‘middle strata’ and all or part of classes.

Since class is a historical concept, sections of
classes or whole classes may rise and fall in the
process of social mobility over time. Embryonic,
emergent and declining classes, fractions and strata
must therefore be delineated and understood.

In the Caribbean, race/colour, culture and class
patterns overlap significantly, though their rela-
tionship is not isomorphic. Following Stuart Hall,
we assume that ‘It does not help ... to depress some
factors of this matrix in favour of others ... since
it is precisely the generative specificity of each,
plus the over-determined complexity of the whole,
which is the problem’ [Hall 1977:154].

Thus, social class is given no a priori privileged
status in this analysis, and throughout, the inter-
relationships between class, race/colour, culture
and gender are analysed where possible. Their
relative importance at any given historical moment
is treated as a matter that must be assessed on the
basis of available evidence [Thompson 1978:172].

Given the colonial situation of Tobago, the signi-

cant historical actors and classes are not confined
within its geographical boundaries.

53



3. The Crisis of the 1880s

The explanandum of this study is the definitive
collapse of the sugar economy in the 1880s. As
Chapters 4, 5, and 7 show, production and exports of
sugar declined dramatically, as did imports and
revenue. There was little money circulating and
transactions were done in kind. This caused a mass
exodus of labourers (Ch. 6). The failure of the
revenue, even at minimal levels of expenditure, led
to the abolition of the Tobago Government and the
annexation of Tobago to Trinidad. This was a short-
term ‘event’, explosive, and striking, both to
contemporaries and in its socio-political effects on
Tobago [Braudel 1958/1972:14). Thus, no justifica-
tion is needed for defining it ostensively.

I.5.3 Working Hypothesis

This study argues that the crucial factors which account
for Tobago’s crisis of production and trade in the 1880s, in
which the sugar economy proved to be less resilient than that
of neighbouring colonies, were not simply either the dependent
status of Tobago, both as a colony and a peripheral economy,
or its insertion into the capitalist world system.

Although these are the main alternative hypotheses
offered by the literature on development, since they have been

shown to be inadequate on their own, we do not examine thenm.

Instead, we amplify them, by taking them as necessary
conditions, integral to the analysis, and by advancing
additional factors which might have been sufficient to
determine the crisis of the 1880s. Therefore we have no
alternative hypothesis, nor could we glean one from the Tobago
data.

We advance the hypothesis that, within the matrix of
Tobago’s insertion as a dependent colony into the global

capitalist system, the factors which determined the crisis of
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the 1880s were, not British capital per se, but the source and
deployment of capital invested on the island; and secondly,
its social structure, in particular the absence of a class or
classes able, either to supply capital for the upgrading and
restructuring of the sugar industry, or to diversify the
economy away from sugar production, or both.

We recognize that what are here identified as causal

‘factors’ are themselves the products of social action and

processes, which are analysed in the study. Such processes
are likely to be the results of the action of social classes,
fractions, and their alliances. However, because class
conflicts are not privileged in our presuppositions, the
question is left open at this point.

The rationale for our hypothesis is as follows. If we
conceive of the Caribbean colonies in the late 19th century
along a continuum distinguishing the most capitalized,
technologically advanced and profitable sugar producers from
the least in these respects, Tobago would lie at the moribund
pole of the spectrum; Cuba, British Guiana and Trinidad at the
most advanced end of it.

The two British colonies mentioned, British Guiana (BG)

and Trinidad, are distinguished from Tobago in the following

respects:
a. large tracts of virgin, fertile soil available
for plantations;!®
b. large capital investment in the most modern tech-

nology for sugar growing and processing, supported

16 But, as in Tobago, there was oligarchical control over the
best lands, achieved via (i) restricted access to Crown
lands, (ii) prohibitive prices for land and (iii)
restrictions on squatting.
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by state investment in roads and railways;
c. continuous state-aided immigration schemes,
especially of indentured labour for the plantations.
The availability of all the above factors - land, capital and
labour - was mediated by the policies of the colonial state,
over which the ‘planting interests’, metropolitan and 1local,
had great influence.

Tobago had 57,408 acres of alienated land, of which at
most, only 10,000 acres were under canes and provisions during
the period of our study. Large tracts of land were abandoned,
and cultivated estates under-utilized from the 1840s (Tables
8, 9). Tobago did not have continuous immigration. The
planters’ most crucial need was for capital in sufficient
quantities to allow them to install the latest technology, to
pay wages, and to import labour, where necessary.

Although Tobago differed from Trinidad and BG in the
above resource endowments, it was like them in one crucial
respect: their sugar industries were largely controlled by
British merchants.! Why, then, did the domination of
Trinidad and BG by British merchants result in technological
advance and a sugar industry in which, although some planters
succumbed to the Sugar Depression, the industry survived,
while in Tobago similar domination resulted in the stagnation
of its sugar industry and its demise in the Depression?

The argument is further advanced by considering, within
the confines of 19th century thinking and possibilities, what

the available options were, if Tobago was to avoid succumbing

17 see Sebastien [1978] and Adamson [1972] for Trinidad and
BG, respectively.
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to a Depression, such as that of the 1880s. There were two
basic options, which were not mutually exclusive.

a. Option 1

This would entail the estates’ breaking out of their
chronic indebtedness and encumbrances, so that they
could attract large inputs of capital for modernizing
sugar production. However, investors were more likely to
invest in the newer, larger, more fertile colonies.

b. Option 2

To diversify out of sugar.

Option 1 did not occur. Although many of the Tobago
estates were sold and freed of encumbrances in the Encumbered
Estates Court after 1862, they remained heavily indebted and
controlled, via the system of advances, commissions and
consigneeship, by a few British merchant houses. Tobago never
attracted large sums of foreign capital and there was no local
class capable of making the necessary investment. The reasons
for this are fully explored in Chapter 7.

Option 2

The option of diversification away from sugar could have
meant two basic possibilities, which were also not mutually
exclusive.

Option 2A: the emergence of a class of estate owners,
(whether local or foreign-based) or owners of
tracts of land over 10 acres!® in extent, who
were not able to compete in sugar or who were
not ‘interested’ in sugar as a commodity;

Option 2B: the emergence of a class of smallholders

producing crops other than sugar for sub-
sistence and/or export.

¥ Ch. 4 shows that 10 acres constituted a critical ‘thres-
hold’ in Tobago; the owners of holdings that size and
above were planters, professionals, the more prosperous
shopkeepers and merchants; not peasants or labourers.
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For Option 2A, the study examines whether and why such
groups of estate or land owners did/did not emerge (Chs. 4,
7). It also seeks, within the available data, to know whether
the sources of capital tied planters, who may have wished to
diversify, to sugar production (Ch. 7).%

For Option 2B, Chapters 3 and 4 examine whether a
peasantry, as defined in Chapter 3, emerged between 1838 and
1884. The composition and differentiation of the agrarian
labour force are also understood in the light of the metayage
system (Ch. 5) and of the demographic and occupational data
available from the censuses (Ch. 6).

The work is multi-faceted, but the insights from Chapters
3 to 7 are summarized in Chapter 7. Our conclusions on these
questions for the period 1838-84 are consistent with the data
on the restructuring of the society between 1884 and 1900 (Ch.
8), and a full summary of the findings are in Chapter 9.

Given that our observations on Trinidad and BG note the
importance of the colonial state in the provision of 1land,
labour and capital, this study examines carefully the role of
the state and of the relative power of various classes and
other groupings over its policies, particularly on 1land,
immigration and taxation (Chs. 3, 5, 7).

Our hypothesis would be tenable if, in exploring the

Y Green [1986:155] argues that ‘the appeal of alternative
staples in the decade after emancipation turns out to be
a mirage’, and that an inter-island trade in foodstuff
and stock could only be premised on a division of labour
within the region, with some islands continuing to pro-
duce commodities for the world market. Some islands did
produce other staples - bananas, arrowroot, pimento,
cocoa - in the 19th century, so there was no necessity
for Tobago to remain monocultural.
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extent to which Options 1, 2A and 2B occurred in Tobago, we
find data that are valid and reliable in support of it, and if
the contradictory evidence is not overwhelming. It would
receive stronger support from a series of strict comparisons
with other Caribbean countries.

Trinidad and BG are cases unlike Tobago in their size and
initial resource endowments, especially 1land; they also
enjoyed the technological advantage of entering later than
Tobago into sugar production. Since they are not strictly
comparable to Tobago, we have used these contrasting examples
only as points of orientation in searching for explanatory
clues.

A more appropriate comparison is that between Tobago and
the neighbouring island of Grenada, which are similar in size,
topography, resource endowments, stage of transformation into
full-blown sugar colonies and political administration.
Nevertheless, Grenada, because it no longer grew sugar for
export, was the only island expected by the 1897 Royal
Commission to escape suffering if sugar completely failed.
Besides Grenada, only Jamaica and Trinidad, which had
undergone a measure of diversification from sugar, were
expected to recover from the Depression without imperial
aiq.”»

If our hypothesis is tenable, we expect to find, for

Grenada, that the factors posited for Tobago’s crisis were

2 WI Royal Com. Rept., 1897, pp. 3, 7, 66-7, 69. Successive
Tobago Lt.-Governors and Administrators after 1870 urged
the planters to diversify as their Grenadian counter-
parts had done.
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either different, in the case of the source and deployment of
capital and the ability of the estates to modernize (Option
1), or present, in the case of the diversifying class or
classes which we identify for Options 2A and 2B. (We recognize
that differences found may be of degree and not of kind.) We
would also need to look for conditions and processes unique to
Grenada which may have contributed to, or which would better
account for, its greater prosperity in the 1880s and 1890s.
In other words, employing Mill’s ‘Method of Difference’,
which, he argued, was a far stronger tool than his ‘Method of
Agreement’ in identifying causal factors [Mill 1843/1965:255-
266, 287)], we shall consider two cases alike in all relevant
respects, in which the outcomes were very different. While
this procedure would strengthen our hypothesis if it confirms
it, like Mill, we recognize the plural and conjunctural nature
of social causation, which may confound even the modest aims
of this work [cf. Ragin 1987]. Since we are unable to examine
the primary sources for Grenada as for Tobago, the argument is

sketched in Chapter 9 as a subject for future research.

I.6 THE CHALLENGE OF HISTORICAL RECONSTRUCTION
I.6.1 The Research Design

We assume that history is not a succession of heroes, of
exceptional figures, although great men and women are made by,
and can have a decisive impact on, their time. The historical
process is open-ended, contingent. It is made and remade by
the day-to-day creations, reactions and struggles of ordinary

men and women as individuals and as collective actors. ‘Men
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make their history’, Marx wrote, but they do not make it just
as they please. They make it under conditions given and
encountered from the past. The social historian’s task is to
unearth and understand this process of acting and of being
acted upon in the production and reproduction of institutions
and societal structures, which enable, sustain, disable and
constrain human action. It is also to understand the intended
and unintended consequences of human action, and the often
unrealized intentions which inspire it.

This study belongs to the genre of social history that
Lloyd [1988:280-4] calls the ‘relational-structurist
tradition’. By that, he means an approach based on a
structural methodology balanced by ‘agentialist’ explanations
of change. Society is seen as a historical structure, whose
production, reproduction and change occurs in a continual
process of structuring by social actors, particularly social
classes. Abrams [1982] and Burke [1980] define the best
social history in similar terms. The Genoveses [1983, Ch. 7],
criticizing approaches to social history which minimize social
class and power relations, advocate the same holistic,
structural approach. This is also the tradition appealed to
by Cardoso [1973a:22], Manicas, Mouzelis, Ladurie, Braudel and
other writers cited above.

Our research design is now considered. Skocpol [1985]
argues that there are three basic research designs used in
historical sociology, although in practice they may overlap.
First, there is the application of a general model to one or

more historical instances, for example, Smelser’s Social
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Change in The Industrial Revolution [1959]. The second

strategy, ‘interpretive historical sociology’, applies
concepts, but not general models, to arrive at the culturally
embedded intentions of individuals and groups in their
historical settings. An example is E. P. Thompson’s The
Making of the English Working Class [1966]. Within this
strategy, comparisons are used to highlight particular
features of individual cases, and the researcher will choose
cases which maximize the possibility of drawing contrasts.

The third strategy, ‘analytic historical sociology’, is
to search for causal regularities by applying alternative
hypotheses to account for a well-defined outcome or pattern in
history. Here, the researcher may use only a single case, but
is normally led to comparative studies as the most appropriate
means to explore the validity of alternative explanations. An
example of this is her own work, States and Social Revolutions
[1979]. 1In an earlier paper, Skocpol and Somers [1980] had
called this approach ‘macro-causal analysis’.

This thesis fits the third design. It analyses the
social structure of Tobago, while using the data to test an
hypothesis. In one respect, the 1lack of an alternative
hypothesis, in the light of the weaknesses of the background
literature, we fall short; but textbook prescriptions are not
always met in actual research. We are led to comparing Tobago
with Grenada in Chapter 9.

Such historical reconstructions present the problem of
understanding, not only discrete events, but social processes

and the weight that should be given to each of the complexity
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of factors that ‘determine’ - set limits and exert pressures
on - human action and its consequences [Thompson 1978:159].
Comparative methods may, in principle, be helpful, but one
cannot fully isolate, control, nor measure the strength of,
the variables under study; nor can we ensure that the cases
being compared are ‘pure’ - alike in all but the critical
variables under study, or totally unlike in the variables that
are presumed to be absent. Ragin [1987:47-8] points to the
problem of ‘illusory commonalities’ between cases: common
appearing characteristics may disguise underlying differences,
and vice versa. He also notes that this ‘case-oriented’ type
of research works well only when the number of relevant cases
and variables is relatively small. Thus, there are obvious
pitfalls in such procedures, including the fact that the
researcher is limited to relatively simple hypotheses which
may not approximate the complexity of the historical
conjunctures under study. This fundamental problem applies to
both comparative and non-comparative designs.

The researcher using a comparative design may rely
heavily on secondary sources, with the danger that the study
may reflect particular historiographical gaps, fashions and
biases. In the case of Grenada, we suggest, along with
careful use of the secondary sources, a return to the primary
sources, because the secondary material does not allow us to
see clearly the social configuration over time.

To what extent is such research applicable beyond the
historical cases given in the study? Skocpol and Somers

[1980:195] assert that because such causal arguments are
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inductively established, they are not easily generalized. But
the analytical process is an inseparable blend of induction
and deduction, neither of which precludes probabilistic
generalizations to appropriate cases. Skocpol [cf. Ragin
1987], also argues that ‘The practice of analytical historical
sociology forces a more intimate dialogue with historical
evidence than either interpretive historical sociology, or the
application of a model to a historical case’ [Skocpol
1985:385; author’s emphasis]. This implies that more than in
the other two designs, the creative insight of the researcher

and his/her judgement are decisive.

I.6.2 General Limitations of the Sources

In Chapters 3, 4 and 6, we discuss the limitations of the
data used for the analyses therein. Above, we outlined the
major pitfalls of the research design. It remains now to make
some general remarks on the sources used.

This study draws on virtually all the available written
sources on Tobago for 1838 to 1900: censuses, assessment
rolls, official despatches and reports, Blue Books, official
handbooks, Sessional Papers, official Gazettes, records of the
Encumbered Estates Court; newspapers; yearbooks of the colony;
missionary records; plantation records; historical works;
eyewitness observations; deeds and wills. It also draws on
oral material, collected by the author from some of the oldest
residents of Tobago, mainly on the period 1900 to 1938,
particularly for songs which give insight into the culture and

ideology of the labouring class in the 19th century.
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Our knowledge of the past is a knowledge of the ‘tracks’
(Bloch 1963] which people leave. The first issue is that one
is dealing with the enslavement and domination of the majority
by the minority, and with the legacies of this past. The
fundamental problem with most of the written documents is not
simply that they cannot always answer the questions we ask,
but that the majority of the population did not write the bulk
of the written record. Since the primary documents colour and
circumscribe secondary works, the problem is acute for all
historians, regardless of their theoretical predilections.

Therefore, the written documents bear no intrinsic
superiority over other sources; they are themselves the
products of a series of a priori choices and selections which
have entered into both their creation and their preservation
[Thompson 1986:97].

Thus, it is vital to observe the normal caveats for using
historical documents: establishing their authenticity, along
with the context, motives, audience and purpose of the writer;
establishing internal consistency and, where possible,
external corroboration for the evidence; conducting a
meticulous search for all available sources on the subject.

As regards the oral tradition” used here to complement

the written one, we note that the oral record is no panacea

2l Henige [1982:2] defines two styles of oral historiography
- ‘oral history’, the study of the recent past by means
of life histories or personal recollections, and ‘oral
tradition’, recollections of the past that are commonly
or universally known in a given culture. See Craig [1978]
for her experience of doing oral historical research in
Trinidad and Tobago.
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for the limitations of the written. Indeed, it is highly
fragmentary, both on the period of the lived experience of the
respondents, and on the oral tradition which they transmit.
For example, two respondents sang songs which they had learnt
from older folk, but of whose context and significance they
were completely unaware. Were it not for the written record,
the meaning of such material would be lost.

‘History is no more than the —calculation of
probabilities’ [Vansina 1973:185]. The oral sources, like the
written, have come through the seive of a web of perceptions
and selections, the researcher’s being only the final one. We
have treated them as part of the hypothesis to be tested,
rather than disregarding them a priori [Vansina 1985:196].

To make visible the institutions, practices and
perspectives of the ordinary men and women who also made
Caribbean history, one is involved in a reading of the texts,
with a conscious search for the standpoint of all the
historical actors, but without ‘reading back’ into the past
the perceptions of the present, and without arguing from the
silence of the record. Here, the dialogue with the evidence

and the researcher’s discrimination are crucial.

I.7 CONCLUSION

This chapter reviewed the literature on Tobago, and on
the sociology of development, to shed light on the problems of
conceptualization and method with which we are concerned. It
outlined our objectives, central concepts, working hypothesis,

research design, and the limitations of our procedure.
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We argued that the currents critical of four broad areas
of writing - modernization, dependency/world system analysis,
Marxism and historical sociology - converged in stating the
need for more macro-sociological studies, understanding with
clarity the interrelation between social structure and human
agency, global forces and local processes, between economic
and non-economic spheres of social life. Within this genre of
writing, which belongs to the <classical tradition of

sociology, and to the best modern history, we take our stand.
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CHAPTER TWO
THE FORMATION OF SOCIETY IN TOBAGO: 1763-1838

II.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter outlines the features of Tobago society
between 1763, the beginning of British colonization, and 1838,
the Emancipation of the slaves. It provides a socio-
historical background, which facilitates our understanding of
the major issues of the post-Emancipation years. Tobago is
located in its global and Caribbean context, before the
population and social structure are described in Section II.3.
Because the provision grounds and internal markets were vital
to the strategies of the labourers, before and after 1838,
they are discussed in Section II.4, which is linked to Section
ITI.5 on the dynamics of social conflict in the transitional

period of Apprenticeship (1834-1838).

IT.2 THE GI.OBAL AND CARITBBEAN CONTEXT OF COLONIZATION AND
SLAVERY IN TOBAGO

II1.2.1 General Features of the Sugar Plantation System

By 1763, the older BWI colonies had reached what
historians call the Golden Age of the Sugar Revolution, based
on slavery, imperial military protection, and preferential
markets under the mercantilist system, which was regulated by

a series of Navigation Acts. Their profits, according to Adam
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Smith [1789/1937:366], exceeded those of any other cultivation
in Europe or America.

In the full-blown plantation colonies, a general tendency
was established. Small planters were superseded by 1large
investors; tobacco, cotton, and other crops by sugar; forced
Amerindian and indentured European labour by African slaves.

A pattern of trade developed, in which British ships took
British manufactures to Africa, and took African slaves and
British goods to the West Indies, whose sugar and by-products
were sent to British merchant houses. The mercantile system
spanned the North and South Atlantic: the BWI could specialize
in sugar production because they depended on British North
America for lumber, foodstuff etc., in exchange for molasses,
sugar and rum.

Sugar plantations required large outlays of capital, and
a large, skilled 1labour force, carefully supervised.
Initially, British capital financed these enterprises, but via
goods and slaves, not specie. Shortages of coin were common.
Sugar, rum and other produce were used as legal tender; and
Spanish and Portuguese coins were, in many British colonies
including Tobago, the major currency [Mintz 1964a:248-9].

Tobago became a full-fledged plantation economy in the
Silver Age of sugar (1763-1776). After that, several factors
combined to place the BWI sugar industry, except for the newer
colonies with large tracts of fertile 1land, in prolonged
difficulty. From the American Revolution (1776) to the Battle
of Waterloo (1815) there was chronic warfare. The American

Revolution led to high costs of supplies; costs for food and
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lumber trebled [Pares 1960), and slaves died in the British
Windwards, including Tobago, because foodstuff was scarce
[Marshall 1972; Sheridan 1976]. Increased duties, insurance
and freight; attacks from American privateers; and the
rigorous enforcement of the Navigation Acts after 1776,
combined to keep costs high.

The high prices for sugar and coffee occasioned by the
Haitian Revolution temporarily offset the rising costs of
production. The abolition of the slave trade in 1807, high
costs during the Napoleonic Wars, restrictions on trade with
the USA between 1815 and 1830 [Benns 1923/1972], and
competition from the East India colonies, Cuba and Brazil,
dealt serious blows to the West India planters. By the 1820s,
‘bankruptcy was general throughout the British Windward
Islands’ [Marshall 1972:109].

Relief for the planters came through two measures passed
by the British Parliament in 1822;! but it was too little and
too late. The pressure for emancipation, both from the slaves
[Williams 1964; Craton 1987; Beckles 1985] and from the
British abolition movement, and the dismantling of the
mercantilist system after 1846, removed the major props to the
old plantation system.

The characteristic features of the British sugar colonies
have been described in the standard texts on the subject
[Brathwaite 1971; Burn 1937; Dunn 1973; Goveia 1969; Green

1976; Patterson 1967; Pitman 1917; Ragatz 1928/1977; Sheridan

1 The Colonial Trade Act and The West India and American
Trade Act [Ragatz 1928/1977, Ch. 10].
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1974]). These features were all important in Tobago: large
estates (often heavily encumbered), monoculture, slavery,
rigid social stratification, absenteeism of the 1largest
landowners (although some resided in other West Indian
colonies), and labour-intensive methods of production.

We now highlight the relationship between the growing
indebtedness of the planters and their absenteeism, insofar as
it bears on the recurrent intra-class conflicts among the

upper strata of whites, which are described in this thesis.

II.2.2 Planters, Merchants and the Colonial Power Structure

As the BWI sugar economy developed, relationships between
the planters and the merchants who supplied the plantations
changed in the last decades of the 17th century to a pattern
which became institutionalized in the 18th century. Merchants
resident in the West Indies declined, except in Jamaica,
Barbados, and Martinique [Pares 1960:33]. Local merchants
tended to be factors, selling North American produce on
commission.

European merchants ceased to be entrepreneurs sending out
cargoes and taking back produce on their own account.?
Instead, the planter sent his produce to be sold on commission
by the merchant as his factor; the factor bought, on

commission, plantation stores at the planter’s request. Many

? pares [1960] is unable to explain the differences in the
degree to which these conditions varied in the North
American, French and British West Indian colonies. See
Davies [1952], Davis [1972], Ragatz [1928/1977], and
Sheridan [1974], for discussions on the West India trade
in the 17th and 18th centuries.
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of the British consignees were ship owners. They met the
expenses of shipping, customs, and other charges, and often
became the planters’ bankers and personal representatives.
These arrangements allowed the merchants high profits on their
West India business.

The colonies were drained of specie through the buying of
slaves and North American supplies, since the Americans bought
most of their tropical produce more cheaply from the French
colonies [Ragatz 1928/1977:89; Pitman 1917:138].3 Coupled
with the exceptional dependence of the planters on their
merchant factors, lack of specie meant that there was little
money in the hands of most planters; and it vitiated the
creation of a West Indian loan market. Ragatz called it ‘a
barter economy, which bred wastefulness and extravagance’
[1928/1977:101-102].

Near the end of the 18th century, the English courts
‘appear to have ruled that a factor who had effects of the
planters in his hands could pay himself what they owed him
without their special order, but could not pay a debt to
anybody else without it’ [Pares 1960:48; Beachey 1957]. Thus,
the merchants enjoyed both their commission and security of
mortgage. By 1815, ‘the greater part’ of the West India

properties were in the hands of British merchants [Ragatz

3 To prevent this illicit trade and to assert British
military mastery over the French, the Molasses Act (1733)
and the Sugar Trade Act (1764) were passed by the UK
Parliament, with the support of the West India lobby. But
the Acts ironically contributed to the rebellion of the
American colonies, and threw the BWI sugar economy
into greater peril [Williams 1964, Ch. 6; Pitman 1917,
Chs. 11-14].
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1931:7). In 1838, much of the £20 million compensation paid
by the British Government to the planters went directly and
indirectly to the merchants.

Increasing ownership of the BWI plantations by British
merchants was only one aspect of the widespread absenteeism.
Absenteeism had begun in the 17th century with the system of
proprietary patents, whereby Europeans could purchase tenure
of colonial offices, to which they sent deputies [Hall 1964;
Murray 1965). Legacies and annuities also creamed off the
region’s wealth and many properties were inherited by people
who knew nothing of the Caribbean. Even planters resident in
the West Indies normally spent 1long periods in Europe,
attending to their business or their health.

Thus, many estates were under the care of attorneys
(agents with the power of attorney). Having no vested
interest except in their commissions and stipends, they
commonly ill-treated and brutalized the slaves,* and
disregarded costs to the owners. Some supplied the estates
under their charge with goods and services, including the
labour of Jjobbing slaves, at exorbitant prices, so
accumulating the capital to become planters themselves.

Absenteeism also affected the working of the 01d
Representative System (ORS) which, before 1838, was the usual

form of government in the BWI, except for St Lucia, British

4 For Tobago, see Rept. of the Committee of Council and
Assembly ..., 1799. Before slave evidence was admitted in
1823, it was the practice of cruel managers to send all
whites and free persons off the estates and to ill-treat
the slaves with impunity. C0318/59: First Rept. of the
Com. of Enquiry into the Administration of Civil and
Criminal Justice in the WI, Tobago, 1825.

73



Guiana and Trinidad, which were Crown Colonies. Under the ORS,
there was a nominated Legislative Council, which advised the
Governor, and which also served as an upper house to the lower
chamber, the House of Assembly, elected from among the local
white proprietors. Slaves could not vote and free coloureds
were conceded the franchise only in the 1830s [Wesley 1934;
Cox 1984]. The Assemblies had the power of taxation and the
exclusive right to initiate money bills.

At the top was the Governor (or Lt.-Gov. where several
islands were administered by a Governor-in-Chief), who, in
theory, had wide executive powers. As the sovereign’s
representative, he could summon and address the Assembly,
prorogue and dissolve it; he could veto legislation, make
permanent appointments to certain posts and temporary ones to
those which were the Crown’s prerogative; he could raise a
militia, and was President of the Court of Appeal for civil
cases, having also the power to pardon.

But the Governor’s power was circumscribed. To certain
executive acts, the assent of the Legislative Council was
necessary; all colonial laws were subject to review by the
Colonial Office, and needed royal assent. Moreover, the
Assemblies used their power over finance to frustrate public
business by refusing to vote supplies, by voting them late,
and by adjourning sine die.® By 1800, the colonists ruled
themselves [Murray 1965].

In practice, therefore, colonial Governors were hemmed in

5> The power to adjourn was an executive prerogative which
was usurped by the Tobago Assembly from the 1820s [Douglin
1987].
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by the lack of independent ministry, patronage and funds. The
limited patronage at their disposal made them dependent on the
few on whom they could rely. The power to suspend officials,
to veto legislation and to dissolve the legislatures was for
extreme situations and Governors were constrained by the small
number of whites with education and property, who were also
the judges and magistrates, although they generally had no
legal training. Tobago was a particularly backward example of
this.®

The leading attorneys dominated public life in Tobago. In
1828, there were only 3 proprietors, of whom one was
Christopher Irvine, the Speaker of the Assembly, who, as
attorney for several estates, had considerable influence over
managers, overseers and merchants. For years, Irvine led the
Assembly in hostility to the Governors.” In the 1830s and
1840s, Alexander Gairdner, the leading attorney, exercised
similar influence.

Thus, a peculiar combination of factors guaranteed
monopoly over West Indian trade to metropolitan merchants;
formal control, protection of strategic interests, revenues
and duties to the metropolitan state; and oligarchical self-
government to the colonists. Inordinate political power was

exercised by attorneys and managers by the 1820s.

6 c0318/59: First Rept. of the Com. of Enquiry into the
Administration of Civil and Criminal Justice in the WI,
1825.

7 c0285/35: Blackwell to Murray, 25 Sept. 1828; C0285/30:
Robinson to Bathurst, 18 Feb. 1825. Irvine and T. Chadband
were attorneys of three-quarters of Tobago estates in 1829
[McTear 1831]. Cf. Ragatz [1931].
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II.2.3 The Tobago Economy and Its Social Implications
Between 1765-1771, Tobago was surveyed Dby the

Commissioners for the Sale of Lands in the Ceded Islands;
57,408 acres were alienated to private owners. By early 1768,
77 individuals, mainly Scotsmen, had bought land, but only 20
resided locally. Of the remaining 57, four resided in Britain,
the others in the BWI [Marshall 1972:120]. Sugar was first
exported by Gedney Clarke jun., the son of a Barbados slave
merchant,® in 1769 via Barbados; and direct shipments from
Tobago began in 1770.

From 1765, the natural vegetation was destroyed for
estate cultivation. The terms of Tobago’s insertion into the
global economy placed a distorted emphasis on the production
of a few primary exports. Its cocoa, cinnamon, nutmegs,
pimentoes, and even its tobacco, after which it was named,
swiftly became insignificant.

Initially, cotton was the major crop; and Tobago became
famous in the 1790s for its superior, fine cotton which sold
at 20 guineas per 1lb in Glasgow [Woodcock 1867/1971:188].
Indigo and sugar cane were also grown (Tables 1, 2).

The French occupation (1781-93) was initially a time of
‘stagnation’ [Nardin 1966:53], owing to the commercial chaos
occasioned by the change of régime; but the high prices of

sugar during the Haitian Revolution brought temporary

8 The Clarkes went bankrupt in 1774, Clarke sen. owing
nearly £50,000 to the London merchant house of Lascelles,
while his son, a partner in Lascelles, owed £25,000
[Pares 1961:203, 223]. Clarke jun. was one of the
largest proprietors in the Ceded Islands, owning 2192
acres in Tobago [Sheridan 1974:449].
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prosperity. In the 1790s, the expression ‘as rich as a Tobago
planter’ became a byword in wealthy London circles. However,
the French recapture of Tobago in 1802-3 made it a risky place
for British investors, and the trade disputes between Britain
and the USA down to 1830 brought distress to many planters
[Douglin 1987].

Monoculture, under-utilization of 1land, and economic
decline marked the early 19th century. In 1812, 20,000 acres
were unexplored, and two-thirds of the eastern (windward)
parishes abandoned [Young 1812]. The maximum export was 8,890
tons of sugar in 1799; in 1834, it was 3,951 tons [Deerr 1949,
1:179, 202].

Distorted cultivation begat a skewed population
distribution. The first capital was Georgetown, situated at
Barbados Bay (Studley Park), with relatively easy access to
the windward parishes; but, as the centre of economic activity
shifted to the south-west, which was most suited to sugar, the
capital was moved westwards to Scarborough (formerly Port
Louis) in 1769, to provide shops and warehouses nearer to the

estates.
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YEAR WHITE
PERSONS
1771 284
1772 317
1773 431
1774 367
1775 391

Tobago, Population and Produce: 1771-1775

Men

3064
3444
4269
4376

4634

NOTES: 1. * As in original.
*%* Not clear on microfilm.
2. Quantities of produce: Sugar (hhd=13 cwt); Rum (Puncheon=120 gals); Cotton (1lbs); Coffee

(cwt); Indigo (lbs).

Source: €0285/13: Young to Castlereagh,

of Tobago’, Table 1.

TABLE 1

S L A V E S

Women
1447
1885
2291
2569

3059

Children

517
540
626
690
942

Total
5028
5868%*
7192%*
7635

8643*

MILLS, 1775

Water Mills
Wind Mills
Cattle Mills

{ On about 80

{ Estates

25 Apr.
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1808,

Sugar
965
2792
3038
5656

4550

‘A Statistical Rept. of the Island

Rum
411
653
920
1712

3247

P R O D U C E

Cotton

96,500

258,031

Coffee

650

Indigo

3600



TABLE 2

Land Use in Tobago: 1782-1790 (Acres)

Year Sugar Cotton Indigo Coffee Cocoa Total Food TOTAL Pasture Woods TOTAL
Cane Export Crops UNDER
Crops CROPS
1782 - - - - - 16,131 3,804 19,935 4,071 15,693 39,699
1785 4,241 12,491 30 - - 16,778%* 3,877 20,655 5,526 29,870 56,052
1786 3,458 15,699 47 2% L 19,207 3,769 22,976 5,882 26,026 54,884
1787 2,941 16,320 51 5 - 19,317 3,841 23,158 5,141 24,419 52,734
1788 2,747 16,874 85 15% 2% 19,724% 4,180 23,904% 5,464% 11,365% 40,734%
1790 4,878% 14,436 - 134% 2% 19,451 4,842 24,293 5,356 11,497 41,146

NOTE: * Total and sub-total as in the original.

Source: Adapted from Nardin [1966:52], Table 7.
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The abandonment of large acreages in the Windward
District, and low population density there, produced a
distinction between the Windward and Leeward parts of the
island ('Top Side' and 'Low Side' in the 1local vernacular),
which remained basic in the formation and evolution of its

society (Figure 2).

FIGURE 2

Slave Population Density in Tobago: 1819

[-300
TOBAGO 1819

-100

Slaves oer square mile

Source : Higman [1984a:89]
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II.3 THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF TOBAGO: 1763-1838
IT.3.1 Demographic Patterns

The demographic configuration of the BWI was largely
determined by the exigencies of the sugar economy. Planters
preferred able-bodied males for agricultural labour; age and
sex ratios were consequently disproportionate among slaves.
Table 1 indicates the decision to improve the slave sex ratios
from approximately 2 males to every female in 1771, to 3 males
to 2 females in 1775.

Since single males were often recruited as managers and
overseers, concubinage with black or coloured women became the
norm for white men, and sex ratios for the whites were also
unequal. For the whites, the pattern persisted in extreme
form down to the 1830s (Tables 6, 7), whereas for the slaves,
abolition of the slave trade in 1807 tended to lead to more
evenly balanced sex ratios. The slave sex ratios in 1819 and
1832 were 97.14 and 86.4 males per 100 females, respectively,
indicating that females exceeded males by those dates [Higman
1984a:116].

The relatively short period between colonization and the
abolition of the slave trade in 1807 meant that the majority
of the slaves over 30 in Tobago were African-born in 1819, the
first year of slave registration (Table 3). In 1819, the
African-born constituted 65.5% of the slaves aged 35-39, and
over 90% of each cohort aged 50 and over. This high proportion
of African-born must have had profound effects on child
rearing and cultural transmission, although the diverse

origins of the slaves obliged them to orientate themselves to
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their new milieu, as they selected from their past to
‘remodel’ and create institutions in their present [Mintz and
Price 1992].

According to Higman, all the British Caribbean slave
populations, except that of Barbados, failed to reproduce
themselves between 1807 and 1834, largely because of harsh
labour régimes, poor diet and, consequently, low birth rates
[cf. Morissey 1989]. 1In 1819, Tobago slaves had the lowest
rate of natural increase in the BWI (-32.5 per 1000) and the
highest crude death rates, with ‘extreme mortality levels in
almost all age groups among both males and females.’ Between
1807 and 1834, its slave population fell by 38.7%, from 18,845
to 11,545 [Higman 1984a:319, 417-8, Ch. 9]. His data also
suggest that slave mortality peaked at certain seasons. (Cf.

Table 4).
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Age
Group

0- 4

5- 9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70+
Unknown

TOTAL

Source:

AFRICANS

Males

1
12
60

263
471
576
550
383
291
193
206
80
65
1

3152

Adapted from Higman [1984a:467], Table S4.1,

Females

3002

Total

1

17
123
490
855
1052
1038
754
616
439
436
178
153
2

6154

Males

714
802
743
579
438
394
312
253
127

793
790
715
584
472
471
377
301

83

TABLE 3

Creole and African-Born Slaves by Age and Sex: 1819

CREOLES
Females

Total

1507
1592
1458
1163
910
865
689
554
301
125

TOTAL
SLAVE POP’N

1507
1592
1459
1180
1033
1355
1544
1606
1339
879
681
465
459
193
161
4

15457

‘Age by Colony’.

%

African

.07

1.4
11.9
36.2
55.4
65.5
77.5
85.8
90.4
94.4
95.0
92.2
95.0
50.0

39.8

%

Creole

100

100
99.9
98.5
88.1
63.8
44.6



No. of Slaves Registered

Year Males
1819 7633
1820 7381
1821 7107
1822 6952
1823 6812
1824 6558
1825 6532
1826 6391
1827 6138
1828 6088
1829 5966
1830 5872
1831 5769
1832 5603
NOTE:
remarkable’

Source: Martin [1843:37].

Females

7837
7679
7474
7363
7263
7098
7151
7034
6861
6807
6757
6614
6601
6488

Total

15470
15063
14521
14315
14074
13656
13683
13428
12999
12895
12723
12556
12370
12091

TABLE 4

Increase by Birth

Males

141
178
159
151
166
154
168
170
178
178
165
170
145

Females

163
155
158
167
157
157
160
163
191
196
155
171
l61
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Slave Population in Tobago: 1819-1832

Decrease by Death

Males

416
370
367
232
371
213
362
213
289
283
288
274
298

Females

384
306
303
211
290
191
328
185
249
248
220
241
253

Decrease

by Manumission

Males

[

-

WHBLNLWILOUNNORE

‘The large proportion of deaths to births throughout the whole ... period is very
[Martin 1843:37].

Femles



PERCENTAGE SLAVE

COLONY 1810
DOMINICA 83.7
ST LUCIA 84.8
ST VINCENT 91.8
GRENADA 92.5
TOBAGO 91.8

1830

77.4
72.8
82.5
84.1

88.7

PERCENTAGE FREEDMAN

1810

TABLE 5

1830

18.9
21.7
12.5
13.4

8.1

Source: Taken from Higman [1984a:77], Table 4.2.
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Estimated Slave, Freedman, and White Populations,
Windward Islands: 1810 and 1830

PERCENTAGE WHITE

1810

1830

TOTAL POPULATION

1810

22700
21800
29850
32450

19600

1830

19000
18400
28000
28400

14150



1825
1826
1827
1828
1829

1825
1826
1827
1828
1829

1825
1826
1827
1828
1829

Males

270
273
276
269
264

412
431
458
470
477

6446
6385
6172
6137
6001

TABLE 6

Population of Tobago: 1825-1829

POPULATTION

Females

602
639
661
666
686

7053
7006
6839
6811
6747

NOTE: * Not given.

Source:

C0285/36:

Total

322
332
335
325
321

1014
1070
1119
1136
1163

13499
13391
13011
12948
12748

BIRTHS

Males Females

WHITES

LI RN

FREE COLOUREDS AND BLACKS

[ o S AN

17
31
24
27
10

SLAVES

152
163
176
175
*

86

159
155
159
196
*

Total

N HWH

311
318
335
371
*

Males

209
370
211
293
*

DEATHS

Females

=1 1N

11
14

196
317
190
244

Total

405
687
401
537
*

‘Return of the Population ...’, Enc. in Gairdner to Murray, 28 Dec. 1829.



TABLE 7

Population, Marriages, Births and Deaths: 1830

WHITES FREE BLACKS SLAVES TOTAL
PARISH M F M F M F M F Births Marriages Deaths
St David 47 9 47 73 1401 1565 1495 1647 91 - 122
St Patrick 35 4 8 20 1144 1326 1187 1350 72 - 116
St George 29 7 30 31 717 734 776 772 41 - 62
St Mary 18 1 o] 4 418 520 436 525 30 - 40
St Paul 20 0 12 13 526 560 558 573 28 - 42
St John 13 1 1 4 397 442 411 447 20 - 24
St Andrew 103 35 379 542 721 864 1203 1441 30 - 46
Plant’n
Slaves 312 452
Slaves not attached to plantations 556 670 556 670 27 - 24
Whites 3 - 217
Free
Coloured 26 2 21
TOTAL 265 57 477 687 5881+ 6681 6622 7425 368 2 524

NOTE: * As in original.

Source: C0290/14: Blue Bk., 1830.
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Explanations for the remarkable failure of Caribbean
slave populations to grow by natural increase have been many.
Curtin [1969] argued that natural growth was a function of the
proportion of Creole slaves in the population. The greater
the proportion of African-born, the lower the rate of natural
increase, since the African-born would have been predominantly
male. James McTear, a physician on 39 Tobago estates between
1825-30, made similar observations. McTear felt that ill
health and disproportionate sex ratios among imported slaves
had effects through succeeding generations, since the African-
born were affected by the onerous conditions of the early
period of settlement. Although he provided no evidence, he
noted that wherever Creoles predominated, there was natural
increase, and the estates with higher proportions of African-
born slaves had decreases, because the African slaves tended
to be ageing [McTear 1831].°

Kiple [1984, Chs. 8, 9] emphasizes, not so much
fertility, as infant and child mortality. He argues that high
proportions of stillbirths and of infants with low birth
weights, plus the high incidence of tetanus, locked jaw, and

neonatal tetany, resulting from poor nutrition, converted many

® McTear adduced other contributory factors, such as
promiscuity, prolonged lactation etc. He observed that
decreases among slaves were also due to undocumented
sales; new owners would resist registering them to avoid
the poll tax of £1 per head; they would thus be deemed
free by report and by omission from the registry.
McTear'’s point was corroborated to some degree by W. R.
K. Douglas, owner of Woodlands and Buccoo estates.
Douglas showed the increased population of Woodlands,
which had imported no slaves since 1798, unlike that of
Buccoo, which had imported up to 1807. Rept. from the
Select Committee ..., 1832, pp. 79-81.
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births into deaths. All these factors may have been important
in Tobago, high infant mortality continuing throughout the
19th century.!

The white population also experienced extraordinary death
rates. Kiple [1984, Ch. 10] highlights the differential
mortality rates of the European-born whites and the blacks in
the West Indies, and the importance of immunological-factors.
Europeans succumbed to yellow fever and malaria, while Creole
whites developed immunity against them. Tobago had the highest
white mortality rate in the Eastern Caribbean. From 1817 to
1836, the death rate per thousand per annum among Tobago
troops was 153 for whites, 34 for blacks [cf. Buckley 1979].

High mortality rates were only one of the reasons for the
decline of the whites. The contest between France and
Britain, which imperilled production and commerce, and
discouraged settlement, was another. Yet another was the high
cost of supplies caused by the disrupted trade with the USA.

The abolition of the slave trade in 1807 was also
significant. Many whites, attracted to the BWI as overseers,
bookkeepers etc., often used the buying and hiring of slaves
as an avenue to fortune. After 1807, there were frequent slave
auctions, because such speculation had been given up as
hopeless. Small planters were willing to sell their slaves,

because of the higher values (in 1805, able-bodied field

10 Bush [1990] rejects most of these explanations and
stresses the women’s role in controlling reproduction
through contraception, abortion and infanticide, but her
evidence is not convincing [cf. Brereton 1990].
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labourers cost £60-£70; in 1811-12, £100).!! McTear ([1831]
stated that the ‘middle class’ of whites who had previously
owned jobbing slaves was ‘nearly extinct, and these negroes
are now principally possessed by coloured families’.

While slaves and whites suffered heavy numerical decline,
the free people of colour increased in numbers and in their
proportion of the population (Tables 6, 7). Between 1808 and
1833, 525 manumissions took place [Higman 1984a:691].
Manumission affected the sex ratios among the freedpeople,
because black women who were ‘housekeepers’ to planters
wanting to have free children, were often freed, since their
children derived their status from their mothers. The ratio of
females to males manumitted between 1808 and 1833 was 2:1. By
1830, there were 687 free coloured women and 477 men, a ratio
of approximately 3:2.

In sum, between 1808 and 1830 there were dramatic
population changes, typical of the BWI colonies. In 1808,
there were 439 whites; in 1811, there were 583'"; their
numbers fell to 322 in 1830, a decrease after 1811 of 45%.
The slaves declined by 26% from 17,009 in 1808 to 12,562 in
1830. And the free people of colour, 253 in 1808", increased

by 360% to 1164 in 1830 (Table 8).

1 c0285/18: Young to Bathurst, 1 Oct. 1811, ‘Rept. on the
Heads of Inquiry ...’.

12 c0285/16: Young to Liverpool, 12 Oct. 1811, ‘Rept. on
Matters of Enquiry ...’, Table 1. A revised copy of the
same rept. dd. 2 Nov. 1811 gives 575.

B c0285/13: Young to Castlereagh, 25 Apr. 1808, ‘A Statist-
ical Rept. of the Island of Tobago’, Table 12. Table 2
gives the figures for whites and slaves.
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II.3.2 Class, Colour and Gender Relationships

A pattern of class, colour and gender relationships, that
was typical of the British sugar colonies, developed in
Tobago. The whites, free coloured and enslaved were the basic
status groups. The principal class cleavage was that between
planters and slaves, which was mainly, though not exclusively
(because a few coloureds owned estates in the early 19th
century), between white and black. The planters used their
political power to reinforce their economic domination and to
impose legal disabilities on freedpeople and slaves. None of
these groupings was homogeneous; and often the mores went
counter to the racially ascribed norms.

There were nice gradations of colour and status. In
1809, Isaac Purkis, the London Missionary Society (LMS)
missionary, reported:

The different classes of which the in-
habitants are composed are as follows -
Black and White are the radicals - the
derivatives are 1st between a white man
and black woman a Mulattoe - 2d between a
white man and a Mulattoe - a Mestee[;] 3d
between a white man and a Mestee - a
guadroon - these differ in honour as they
differ in shades of colour ... They are
very tenacious of their different shades
of respectability and will use any means
to appear a class higher ... The dis-
tinctions of colour are almost the only
distinction that is observed ... ."

An anonymous British seaman recalled that in 1802, ‘the

bitterest mouth-missive inflicted on any one suspected of the

slightest taint of Africanism is, "Ah, he has cousins on the

4 LMS: Folder 2, Jacket C, Purkis to Bogue, 1 Nov. 1809.
The child of a mulatto and a white man was a quadroon,
while a mustee was the child of a quadroon woman and a
white man. On this point, Purkis was inaccurate.
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coast"’ [‘A Recollection ...’ 1838:175]. In the same letter,
Purkis felt that the wisest planters wanted to relax the
social distinctions, but deferred to the opinions of white
women (‘from Jjealousy’), poor whites ‘and halfwitted

Creoles’.V

IT.3.2.1 The Whites

At the top of the social hierarchy were the whites. In
the 1820s, the first social rung consisted of the Governor,
the officers at the garrison, the members of the legislature,
and the few professionals. Next were the remaining planters
and below them the white overseers, petty shopkeepers, clerks
etc. [McTear 1826].

There was a process of upward mobility among the whites.
By 1811, ‘Two Thirds’ of the planters had risen from the
position of overseers, which they or their fathers had held.!S
By the 1830s, there were few resident planters and a
preponderance of attorneys, managers and overseers, many of
them colonists of long standing, with their own ambitions and
interests, which often conflicted with those of the
proprietors whom they represented, and with the positions of
the Governors and the Colonial Office.

In spite of their small numbers, the upper strata of

whites were divided, although these secondary cleavages never

5 Heuman [1981] notes for Jamaica that the increase of
resident white women after 1838 meant greater social
exclusion of the coloureds.

16 c0285/18: Young to Bathurst, 1 Oct. 1811.
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overrode the primary conflict between themselves and the
enslaved. There were recurrent conflicts between the Governor
and some of his officials, on the one hand, and the leading
factions of the Assembly, on the other, which led to the
crippling of public business. Superimposed on this was the
division between English and Scottish, with its accompanying
religious differences - Anglicans v. Scottish Presbyterians.

Within the upper strata of whites there were also
conflicts between local merchants and planters. The planters
were at the mercy of both the local traders in North American
supplies and their British consignees. Sir William Young
described how the local merchants increased the debt burdens
of the planters. Because of the scarcity of specie, goods were
sold by the merchants, ‘in proportion for cash at 10, for the
Substituted medium [rum] at 15.’

If the planters did not have enough rum in hand, they
paid by ‘Rum at credit to be delivered’ at even higher
interest. ‘I have known Flour the Barrel sold for Cash at 12
Dollars, for Rum to be delivered at 20 Dollars the Barrel!l’
According to Young, virtually every planter became ensnared in
this system of procuring supplies;

& the prices of Articles paid actually

in Tobago may be taken at one third more
than ... at Cash Price ... .V

The lack of specie and the high cost of imported goods

7 c0285/13: Young to Castlereagh, 25 Apr. 1808, enc.
‘Statistical Rept. of the Island of Tobago’; author’s
emphases. Although Young had inherited flourishing
estates in Antigua, St Vincent and Tobago, he was deeply
indebted to Joseph Robley, the Tobago planter, shipowner
& merchant [Murray 1965, Ch. 2; Marshall 1972:218-9].

93



were recurrent issues before and after 1838. High costs were
partly due to the fact that most of Tobago’s imports were
transhipped from Barbados. Another contributory factor was the
lack of a single legal currency. Further, shortages of coin
were created by the merchants, who withdrew currency from
circulation to pay for imports or to speculate.?® In 1835,
even Lt.-Gov. Darling was ‘frequently’ indebted for small
articles, because of the lack of specie.!

In addition to these cleavages within the upper strata of
whites, there were social barriers between the poorer and
wealthier whites. The franchise laws, dating from 1794,
debarred from voting and from the Assembly those whites who
did not fulfil certain property requirements.? But the
existence of slavery united all whites in avoiding menial
labour, and bound rich and poor whites by common interests and
aspirations, since it offered the possibility of upward
mobility to the poor whites.

The fear of black revolt and coloured political power was
the most powerful factor uniting the whites. This was

illustrated when the Act to remove the disabilities of the

8 c0285/34: Brasnell to Goderich, 17 July 1827; cf.
C0285/47: Stip. Mag. Child’s rept. in MacGregor to
Glenelg, 9 July 1838. The Agent for Tobago warned that
in the BWI there was no defined standard of value, a dire
shortage of coin and British currency, and need for a
legal coin as circulating medium for paying wages.
C0285/47: Letters of P. M. Stewart to Glenelg & Chanc.
of the Exch., 21 May 1838.

¥ c0285/42: Smith to Glenelg, 25 Nov. 1835, enc. Darling to
Smith, 7 Sept. 1835.

2 c0287/2: Act No. 1, An Ordinance for Regulating the
Elections for the General Assembly of Tobago and Its
Dependencies, 1794.
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coloureds was passed in 1831.%! Gov. Blackwell observed that
the franchise ‘must have consequently fallen into the hands of
Coloured people entirely.’ The Assembly therefore, in the
same Act, reduced the voters’ and candidates’ qualifications
and provided for managers, overseers and professionals to
become Assemblymen, which had existed de facto for many years.
Blackwell stated:

... it may not therefore surprise Yr

Lordship that in extending the Elective

franchise to those of the white [sic], in

order to act as a check upon the over

numerous coloured Class, it should fall

upon persons ... probably paying no part

of the Public money which they have to

vote away.?
In 1838, the qualifications for voters and candidates were
further lowered to include certain lessees of estates, again
widening the white constituency.?

In spite of these attempts to close ranks against the
coloureds in the 1830s, the ambivalent gender relationships
typical of the slave colonies prevailed. McTear stated:

The coloured ladies ... are a most unfor-
tunate race. A white man is scouted by all
society if he marries one of them, but if

he keeps one of them as a mistress, or
housekeeper as it is termed here, he is

still deemed an upright, honourable, decent
man.

[McTear 1826:70; author’s emphasis]

In Darling’s administration (1833-45), however, white men,

2l c0287/7: Act No. 260, An Act for the Relief of Certain
Classes of His Majesty’s Subjects within This Govt. ...,
1831.

2 c0285/38: Blackwell to Howick, 14 Apr. 1831.

B C0285/47: MacGregor to Glenelg, 28 Nov. 1838, enc. Act No.
318, An Act to Qualify Certain Lessees to Serve in the
House of Assembly ... .
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even the most prominent, were marrying the most accomplished
coloured women. One noteworthy example was James Henry Keens,
Police Magistrate, and leading merchant and planter; he
‘endured obloquy’ for his marriage to Frances Collier, the
daughter of James M. Collier, a former Solicitor General, who
had educated her in England [Horsford 1856:363]. Darling noted
‘several instances’ of white men marrying their mistresses by
1842.% fThe rigid racial barriers, long breached in private,

were slowly being transformed in public.

II.3.2.2 The Free Coloureds and Blacks

As in most BWI colonies, the free coloureds and blacks
were heterogeneous. They were largely urban; 156 out of 350
(45%) lived in Scarborough and Plymouth in 1811.% Some were
descended from families which had enjoyed two or more
generations of freedom by the 1830s; others were freed during
Apprenticeship. They varied in colour, social honour and
wealth. They varied also in the intimacy with which they
related to whites and to slaves, the free blacks being closer
to the slaves than the coloureds.

In 1811, there were 350 free coloureds (92 men, 153
women, 105 children). Of the men, none was an official,
professional or merchant. There was only one coloured
planter; 10 of the 230 overseers and 4 of the 70 clerks were

coloured. The majority of the coloured men (48 or 52%) were

% C0285/51: Grey to Stanley, 3 Dec. 1842, enc. Darling’s
1842 Blue Bk. Rept.

% €0285/16: Young to Liverpool, 2 Nov. 1811, ‘Revised Rept.
on Matters of Enquiry .../, Table 1.
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artisans, and another 18 (19.6%) were tailors, sadlers,
fishermen, bakers etc.; 66 or 72% were concentrated in the
lower occupational grades.?
There are no statistics on the economic activity of the
free women. Young noted:
... @ full third of the Retail Trade

... is carried on by Mulatto Hucksters,
mostly women, - Having white men (for

their sleeping Partners) who order out
their assortment of Goods. - their smart

servant black Girls, visit in Turn every
plantation, - with varieties suited to
allure purchasers, white or Black.?

The freedpeople suffered several 1legal disabilities.
They were disenfranchised and ineligible for public office;
their evidence was not accepted in court against that of
whites; they formed separate companies in the militia, but
were precluded from holding commissions.

By the 1830s, most of the owners of slaves hired out as
jobbers or tradespersons were free coloured; free coloureds
were seldom field labourers and often worked in skilled
trades, or as clerks, teachers, bookkeepers, overseers,
shopkeepers, mariners and hucksters; a few, like Robert Crooks
(b. 1810) who inherited Belmont estate in 1826 on the death of
his father, were planters.®

Although the coloured planters had the same class

interests as the white, racial considerations led whites to

refuse to work for them. In 1819, Gov. Robinson reported that

% c0285/16: Young to Liverpool, 2 Nov. 1811, ‘Revised Rept.
on Matters of Enquiry ...’, Table 2.

21 c0285/18: Young to Bathurst, 1 Oct. 1811.
B c0285/61: Crooks to Grey, 31 Jan. 1849.
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‘White Men would not remain with Mulattoe Planters’. An Act
was passed to allow the coloured planters serving in the
militia to keep their own relatives as overseers, so relieving
them from the penalties for a deficiency of whites on their
estates.?

In 1823, the Tobago coloureds contributed to the vigorous
representations made by the freedpeople in the BWI for
equality with the whites; 89 of them signed a memorial,
arguing that they composed ‘about 3/4ths of the free
population’ and paid an equal proportion of taxes as the
whites, without equal benefits. They claimed substantial
investments:

And out of about One Hundred and Twenty

houses, the number in the principal Town

of the Island ... and its suburbs, full

three fourths are belonging to free

persons of Colour: There are also a great

number of Slaves belonging to us and

several valuable Estates.
They stated that coloureds were employed in responsible
private positions - as clerks to the senior officials - since
they had been ‘educated in some of the best Seminaries &
Academies in Britain.’*® The legal disabilities were removed
in 1831.

Marriage was as rare for the coloureds as for the whites.

The first one recorded after 1808 was in 1812 and only 9

»® C0285/24: Robinson to Goulborn, 6 Apr. 1819, enc. An Act
to Increase the Effective Strength of the Militia.

% c0318/76: Free People of Colour, Disabilities and
Grievances, Tobago Papers, 1823.
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marriages occurred by 1821.3 Coloured men, rejected by the
whites, pursued ‘licentious’, ‘promiscuous’ relationships with
female slaves [McTear 1826:71]. The wealthier coloured women
were educated at boarding schools in Barbados and were
accomplished in music, dancing and fashionable dressing. But
contemporary white observers regarded all coloureds, with few
exceptions, as promiscuous and dissolute.

The predominant orientation among the coloureds was to be
socially and politically accepted by the whites. Many were
slave owners; ‘derision, hostility and antipathy’ marked their
relationship with slaves [Marshall 1974:24]. They were
committed to the defence of the system, within which they
aspired to wealth and honour. 1In 1823, the memorial of the
coloureds stated:

We are not appointed to fill any, not
even the lowest Public Situation, the
Consequence of which is, that the Slave
Population do not pay all of us that re-
spect which persons who have to assist in
protecting the Colony from the most
serious of Dangers, that of internal
tumults, demand.*

Little is known about the free blacks, but there is more
information on those who bought their freedom during the

Apprenticeship. In March 1838 (Windward District), of thirty-

nine Apprentices who had purchased their discharge since 1

31 c0285/27: Robinson to Bathurst, 30 Jan. 1822, enc.
Return of Marriages among Free Blacks & Coloureds from
1 Jan. 1808.

2 c0318/76: Free People of Colour, Disabilities and
Grievances, Tobago Papers, 1823. The wealthier Tobago
coloureds never had the economic power of the coloureds
in Barbados, many of whom were prosperous merchants
[Sturge and Harvey 1838], in Jamaica [Heuman 1981)], St
Kitts or Grenada [Cox 1984].
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August 1834, thirty-four were females, the majority of whom
had been domestics.® Most of the field labourers buying
their discharge were female; in almost every case, they had
borrowed money for their freedom and were bound to work for
the lenders until the sum was repaid.* Some of the estate
Head Men, though still apprenticed, purchased their wives’
freedom.®

The free blacks maintained ties of kinship, friendship
and economic partnership with the enslaved or apprenticed. For
example, McPherson, attorney of Concordia estate, found around
‘every House’ ‘a number of Hogs; some Negroes possessed four
to six pigs, which ... were taken in to be fattened for free
People, not connected with the Estate’.*® The free women
hucksters also had ‘generally’ a reputation for receiving
stolen goods.¥

The free people of colour formed, in their many
gradations, a buffer between the whites and the slaves.

Whites and coloureds mingled in informal and intimate social

3 c0285/47: Darling to MacGregor, 24 Mar. 1838, enc. Child’s
rept.

¥ €0285/47: MacGregor to Glenelg, 9 July 1838; Sub-Enc.,
Child, 31 May 1838. C0285/45: MacGregor to Glenelg, 31
Aug. 1837, Sub-Enc., Child, June 1837.

Lt.-Gov.’s Letters, 1836-8: Darling to MacGregor, 25 Jan.
1838.

% Cc0285/46: MacGregor to Glenelg, 3 May 1838, enc. Darling
to MacGregor, 19 Apr. 1838.

%7 c0285/46: MacGregor to Glenelg, 10 Apr. 1838, enc.
Sol.-Gen. Sanderson to Darling, 20 Dec. 1837; cf. Handler
on Barbados [1974:125-6]). Genovese, citing the Caribbean
and Brazilian literature, states that stealing was
‘ubiquitous’ among slaves [1976:602].
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intercourse. There was considerable social intercourse between
free people and slaves, particularly in the towns. In 1823,
the Slave Court and Slave Act forbade free people to allow any
slaves but their own to dance in their houses or on their
premises.® The ‘violence to the society’s implicit premises’
[Hall 1980:30] at night was part of the cultural interchange
between white, coloured and black. Enslaved and free also met
in the Nonconformist chapels.

There were limited educational opportunities for free
children. In 1823, there were 3 schools in Scarborough, each
with about 20 students; there was also a Methodist school at
Plymouth, run by 2 coloured women.*® In 1828, the Church of
England, at the planters’ request, started a Free School in
Scarborough for coloured children, the teachers being Thomas
and Harriet Homeward, a coloured couple. From 1829, the
Assembly maintained it, and C. J. Latrobe, in 1838, described
it as ‘one of the most effective schools of the class in these
islands’. Both male and female graduates entered the skilled

trades and domestic service.¥®

IT1.3.2.3 The Slaves

At the base of the social pyramid were the slaves.

Residence (town/plantation), skill, occupation, gender,

% c0285/28: Robinson to Bathurst, 28 Sept. 1823, enc. Tobago
Slave Court and Slave Act.

¥ C0285/28: Robinson to Bathurst, 29 Sept. 1823.

4 c0318/138: C. J. Latrobe, Rept. on Negro Education in
the Windward & Leeward Islands, 14 Apr. 1838. Ad. by

the Homewards in Tobago Chronicle and Royal Gazette, 7
Nov. 1839, p. 4.
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colour, religion and origin (African/Creole), were factors
differentiating the slave population. There were also,
because of the 1large numbers of Africans, significant
linguistic differences, noted by some of the missionaries.
However, the common condition of slavery overrode these
differences, and often it was the most ‘trusted’ - drivers,
rangers, watchmen and domestics - who were the most
insurrectionary.

Gender-related occupational and skill differences were
important in the life history of the slaves. Jobbing slaves
often did the most 1laborious tasks such as ‘holing’ cane
fields and were among the most ill-treated; down to the 1830s,
they were the most likely to be sold. Field slaves, especially
those in the first or ‘great’ gang, most of whom were women in
the 1830s,* also performed the most onerous tasks.

Drivers, boilermen, cattlemen, and master ‘mechanics’
(artisans) were the most prized in the planters’ hierarchy
[Pitman 1926]. The most skilled females were seamstresses,
nurses, and cooks. The herbal and medicinal knowledge of the
nurses and midwives, though undervalued by the planters, was
important for the survival of the s<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>