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Aim: The fundamental human right to health is recognized in
numerous international and national documents and reinforced

by the UN Sustainable Development Goals. To achieve universal
healthcare access, policymakers and stakeholders in migration and
health require evidence on effective and sustainable solutions to
overcome barriers, considering cost and context. While many
high-income healthcare systems incorporate health economic cri-
teria in reimbursement decisions, the evidence base for migrants
remains limited. This study aimed to identify existing economic
studies, assess expert perspectives on the role of economic argu-
ments in migration health discussions, and determine key topics
that need further exploration.

Methods: Using a semi-structured survey, we examined migration
health experts’ perspectives on the relevance of economic consider-
ations and identified key research questions in the field from their
perspective. A rapid literature review was conducted in May 2023

across two databases, SCOPUS and WEB OF SCIENCE. The review
articles and survey responses were analyzed using inductive thematic
content analysis.

Results: The survey indicates that the most relevant concerns are
healthcare costs and factors influencing health determinants, such as

limited integration into the care system. The rapid literature review
highlights cost as a key barrier to equitable healthcare, frequently
mentioned as a challenge but often lacking comprehensive econom-
ic analysis.

Conclusion: These findings indicate it is time to bridge silos by
proactively engaging economists and migration health researchers
in interdisciplinary knowledge building to use more economically
sound arguments and rigorous analyses as a basis for decision-mak-
ing related to migration health.
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